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A E nab which cuſtom has intatled ußon 
authors, of prefixing « an apology to their per. 
ormances, makes it r requiſe uifite for me to ſay om. 
hing on introducing the | following ſheets to te 
blic; and as long prefaces are in general of —- 
ble eſtimation cnet the readers of books of _ 8 
ertainment, I will treſpaſs as little upon. their NS 
tience as poſſible. - _ 
To excite virtue, depreſs vice, — ridicule folly, 
as much the buſineſs of the noveliſt, as it ie 
* deſign of the drama; and though the 5 2 
not, like the dramatic rater, repreſent „ bs 
mes to the ſenſes, yet it is in his power to ſet + 
characters in eb E light, as to ſtrike- the ET 
inds of his readers, in a very forcible manner 3 
th the virtues he would have them imitate, or 
errors he would wiſh them to amend. But our 
= novel-writers ſeem to have little elſe in 
0 than to amuſe their readers; or, if they have 
by deſign to inſtrud? them, they gild the pill ſo 
Fy this that all its latent good qualities are der 
oyed, or its effects prevented. To mix pleaſure 
th inſtruftion, is certainly the moſt efficacious 5 
thod a writer can take to render his labour nn 
a 
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preeable to his readers. All F (hall ſay of the 
[lowing petit performance is, that I have en- 4 
?avoured to make the Author 4% conſpicuous than .. 1 


. _—_ 


be moral. 5 - 
If a bluſh ſhould ariſe on the cheek of conſcious _ 
ice, or a ſenſe of ſhame be awakened in the * N 
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PREFACE 


of folly, on peruſmg any of the ebaratters exHibi 
ed in this performance, my intentions will be | an 
fwered, and there are hopes that ſuch are nut Gs 
curable. In this age of Magazines and Chro 
nicles, the cacoethes ſcribendi hath mfedte 
the town Ja much, that almoſt every ſhop, « 
work-room, harbours an author; and gentle 
men of the file now leave their mere uſeful la. 
| bour at the vice, and tal to poliſh periods 
- When ſuch gentlemen aſſume the pen, I hope i 
wilt not be deemed vanity, if 1 decline ſtanding a: 
candidate for literary fame, and declare myſelf na 
 defirous of ſharing with them the honours that 
may be beſtowed on their labours : but tho I pro- 
| fe myſelf careleſs of fame, I am not callous ta 
contempt ; and ſhould be pleaſed to hear critics ſay, 
. that though the performance claims no panegyricy 
yet the deſign of it merits ſome praiſe, _ 
Politicians will find nothing in this little work 
that will gratify their malevolence, . nor has my pen 
been employed to paragon the wijdem of the preſent 
miniſtry. In ſbort, ſtate-affairs is not the fubjett of 
the following pages; neither have I drawn upon 
myſelf the enmity of ſo large and reſpectable a body 
as the clergy, by invading the rich province of re- 
ligion. - 3 | 
But not to detain my readers any longer, nor 


weaken their entertainment by anticipgting their ex My.ch 
pectations, I now refer them to the performance it- Ni c 
felf, if they ſhould not be prejudiced againſt it, my 
dteming what they have here read as bloſſoms ed, 
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Sable coat, whoſe ver®rable rents con- 
feſſed a life of buſineſs, and a length of 
years, long had hung ſole tenant of a 
wardrobe; till a gay white coat with care was 
ſhered in, and laid at decent length: when 
lo! with mortal voice, and founds articulate, 
Sable was thus heard to addreſs the ſtranger: 
« Thy preſence, ſpark, warns me of my ap- 
proaching diffolution ; but when I caſt a re- 
troſpect over my former life, and behold 
thy native purity and unblemiſhed form, I 
cannot but pity the many and various miſ- 
Fortunes thou art, in all probability, heir 
to.“ To whom White, And when I 
behold thy queer ſhape and ruſtic aſpect, 
I cannot but return thy pity, and offer uf 
my prayers againſt longevity.” Sable reph- 
ed, „ Boy, know that the depredations of 
| 2 A 3 time, 
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time, and the unſeemly appearance of indu-| 
{try, are not proper ſubjects of ridicule: were 
it poſſible thou couldeſt foreſee the train of 
. misfortunes, which in the courſe of thy exiſt- 
ence, and revolutions of thy fortune, thou 
wilt be, ſubject to, that gay and happy mien 
would be changed to a gloomy and melan- 
 choly aſpect.” Here White bowed - humi- 
lity, craved the ſage's pardon, and ſuppli- 
cated his advice in the conduct of his life, 
Sable, finding it a coat of manners, and plea- 
ſed with the deference paid to his importance, 
thus anſwered, To give advice is eaſy, but 
to profit by it .- difficult; I will therefore 
(if thou haſt patience to liſten) rehearſe to 
thee the viciſſitudes of my fortune, from my 
* firſt formation to this time, ſo that thou mayelt 
profit by my misfortunes, and learn to bear 
thy lot (whatever it may be) with patience 
and reſignation; and believe me, thou wilt 


have occaſion for philoſophy.” White po- H 
Iitely expreſſing his defire to be informed of W my 
the ſage's life, he thus proceeded : When I Iſh of ſ 

_ contemplate the ſcenes I have experienced, MW ous 
and meditate on the vile ſchemes I have been I 
obliged to countenance in thoſe whoſe ſole ¶ to | 
merit and reputation aroſe from my cloſe at- ¶ wh: 

- tachment to them. my very threads bluſh at due 
the indignity. Here Sable was heard to ſigh W mo 
moſt pitcouſly, and White, *tis thought, aA 


laughed in his ſleeve. After a pauſe of ſome 
3 miminutes, 
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du- Winutes, Sable thus opened the relation ß 
„„ , OO oe ER 
of WF The death of a late Princeſs was the era - 
iſt⸗ my formation, at which time I was call- 

10u WH to this ſtate as a ſymbol of ſorrow, (form- 

len d by R-----'s ſkilful hand), for the ule of a 
an- Wommoner of diſtinguithed abilities With 
mi- im, in the ſenate-houſe, have I ſeen the 


zeſt heads have the worſt hearts, and falla- 


urally of a volatile diſpoſttion, this life of 


blic, grew irkſome to me, and I languiſhed 
o ſee the world. My wiſhes were at length 

tified; the limited time of mourning be- 
ing expired, I was diſpoſed of to a favou- 


ear Write domeſtic, who ſoon after, for a ſmall con- 
ace WW ſideration, configned me over to Mr 4 
711t merchant in Monmouth Street. 
bo- Here properly I may ſay I began to exiſt; 
of W my heart dilated with joy at the proſpect 
n I of ſeeing life, and aflociating with the vari- 


ous characters that viſit this place. 


whom I had the mortification to fee fre- 
quently depart from our priſon of duſt and 
moths, and enjoy liberty and freſh air; ma- 
ny objecting to me on account of my lize, 
which was then far above the common, tho? 
now, as you may ſee, below it, having late- 
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ious eloquence ſilence truth, when deliver- 
ed in ſimplicity of language; but being na- 


iGleneſs, for it was ſeldom I appeared in pu- 


I was ſoon introduced by my new owner - 
to the claſs of occaſſonal gentlemen, each of 
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ly been curtailed by the degrading ſciffars of 
a botcher, and refuſed by more from my co- 
Jour. At length an Iriſh footman, after be- 
ing diſappointed by the whole claſs of beaus,” 
who were not equal to his Herculean breadth 
of ſhoulders, determined to appear in a 'cha- 
rafter of gavity, and fallied forth with me 
on his back 
Various were my conjectures whiers this 
enterprizing genius was carrying me, nor 
was J quite free from fear of receiving ſtripes, 
from the temerity of my adventurer ; for k 
concluded it was not an expedition ſquared 
by the rules of right altogether; eſpecially 
as many of our community frequently brought. 
home with them marks of various difaſters, 
ſometimes being dragged through a horſe- 
pond, at other times rolled in a kennel, be- 
fides numberleſs canings and kickings, and II thi 
were generally afterwards delivered over to and 
the inhumanity of a ſcowrer, who impair- tore 
ed us more, with the variety of bruſhes he lo 
tormented us with, than a whole year of ſer+ not 
vice. favs 
But I was ſurprized, and not a little pleafed, 
when I found this bold ſpark knock at the 
door of one of ' the managers of the theatres. 
The door being opened, this worthy mem- 
ber of the party-coloured ſociety was in- 
troduced to the manager, and my fears of a 
drubbing ſubſided. The ceremony of ſalu- 


tation being ended, my conductor was de- 
ſired 
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; of red to open his buſineſs, which he did, wien 
co- genuine Munſter accent, in the following 
be- Words as near as I can remember: Sir, 
5 Winding myſelf capacifated to appear upon the 
ich Wage from my internal figure, and other qua · 
ha- Nifications, I am come to offer you the reſu- 


al of me, in deference to the other houſe.” . 
he manager expreſſed his thanks for the 


his Wavour he intended him, and requeſted him 
or Wo name the characters he thought he was 
es, he moſt capable to perform. Look you, 
r 1 Wir ——, fays this Hibernian Roſcius, let us 


irſt ſettle the ſalary you are willing to give 
me, for tis not my way to take a certamty 
ht for an wncertainty,” The manager remonſtra- 
rs, ted that it was impoſſible to offer any ſalary 
e- before he was acquainted with his merit. 
e- Our hero replied, « Why, there is Mr ——, 
id MI think I am not ſuperior to him in any thing, 
to and he has, I am told, 10001. a year; there» 
r- fore I would not aſk more for the firſt year.” 
ie I i000 l. a year, (replied the manager), may 
r= not be equal to your merit; Mr —— is 2 
favourite of the town, and that is one rea- 
J. ſon of his being paid fo much. By the al- 
mighty heavens! exclaimed the Munſter 
hero; I ſhall be as great a favourite as he 
- with all the ladies ſoon; for I am as well 
1 proportioned a man as he is, and I don't 
2 care a fig for him.” Upon my word, Sir, 
* ſays the manager, I believe you wov'd beat 
bim; but, Sir, I believe you have made a 
1 | | ſmall 


theatre. Why, you little crature, replied 


his ſtation. 


life, for which I had a longing. defire that 
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ſmall miſtake. < As how? replied the Hiber- i 
nian genius.” Why, Sir, you have miſtaken 
the houſe, Mr Broughton lives in the Hay- than 
market, where, if you will give yourſelf the 
trouble to call upon him, you may perhaps 


meet with encouragement on his  amphi- 


Teague, I have a good mind to take fatis- 
faction upon your ſmall bones,” - But here 
the manager prudently made his exit, and order 
left the enraged footman to his ſoliloquy, I fearti 


who, after ventin 4 many execrations and Ii deſire 


threatnings, left the houſe, and marched yout 
with me to my old habitation, where bein claſp 
arrived, he ſullenly difrobed himſelf, and ſeem 
with a curſe threw me on the floor; then put | bim. 
on his accuſtomed garb, adorned with the hood 
inſignia of his profeſſion, and iſſued forth with men 
hally ſtrides to attend the humble duties of of tl 

This my firſt adventure was not over plea- 
ſing to me; however, I conſoled myſelf with 
reflecting, that I was ſeeing characters and 


ſeemed implanted in my nature; and though 
I am ſenſible no coat of prudence ought to 
cheriſh ſuch a deſire, yet, at the fame time, 
I am certain, much uſeful. knowledge may 
be drawn from obſerving the various cha- 
racters that are to be met with in this metro- 
polis. But to proceed : 

Three months I lingered in dull apathy ant 

and 


uch a volatile ſpirit as I was then, was worſe 


general review was made of our company 
and every one cleanſed with cane and br 
from moths and duſt. But now a young 


gentleman of a moſt grace 
ordered me to be tried upon him. I was 


defire I had to accompany. this agreeable 
youth, made me contract every thread to 
claſp him; and I ſo far ſucceeded, that he 
ſeemed- equally pleaſed with me as I with 
him. In ſhort, we ſoon left the neighbour- 
> || hood of St Giles's, and with genteel deport- 
h ment he conducted me towards the court- end 
F of the town, each, if I may be allowed to lay 


ſo muck in my own praiſe, lending grace to 


the other, | Py 
h Being arrived near Saint James's, (after 
d | traverſing the park once or twice, durin 

t | which I could diſcover great anxiety of WES. 
nin my conductor, and feel his heart throb 
J 

4 


with great force), he ſtopt at a houſe that 


beſpoke the owner to be a man of diſtinction, 
and being entered the hall, he enquired if 
his Lordſhip was to be ſpoke with; being an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, he was immedi- 


ately waited upon up ſtairs, and introduced 


into a ſpacious room, which was almoſt led 
| "5 


than total diflolution, or the tormenting 
needle of a botcher, than which nothing was 
half fo dreadful to me); thrice a week indeed 
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r- Wind cloſe impriſonment ; (which to a coat of 


ful appearance 
fearful of being ſomething too large, but the 
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1 THE ADVENTURES or 
Veith gentlemen who were Waiting for hit 


near ſome important period; I ſoon 'difcs- 


WO OOO — roar rfl, So, i OA 
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[tain department, and that this was his Lord- 
_ Hip's: levee. It was near an hour before his 
N þ appeared; 


* ” —”—— RTE 
* * 4 va hy — — 


his Lordfhip, that for the 
 _ Umea ltence 


affability, as 


| ferred upon the company 


— 


Lordſhip : from the time of his entering the 
houſe I found his heart beat with ſtronger 
emotions, from whence I concluded he wa 


vered the mayor dom was a minifter in a c. 


5 during this time 1 em- 
N. — Ar — an 5 7 nfo to. diſcover, 
m e phyfiognomy of t rſons pre 
ſent, the various expectations chat might be 
traced in each countenance; doubt of ſuc- 
ceſs appeared to be predominant | in the af. 
fembly, and fo much was every kel | 
in a tacit converſation betwixt himfe | 
greateſt part of 
prevailed. At length 4 | 
doors flew open, and the miniſter's coming. 
was announced. The peer entered, znd 
great dignity bowed to his dependents, who 
. the ſalute with humble reverence. 
His 3 


ſpoke to each, with a mild 
they ſtood in rotation; arid 
procraftmating the deſires of his depend- 
ents, feemed to be the general benefit cont 
. At laſt it came to 


be my conductor's turn to addreſs the peer, 
which he did in the following words, bet 
fomething inarticulate from his extreme mo- 
deſty. I beg permiſſion to acquaint your 
Lordfhip that it is this * two years 2 

| a 
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ad the honour to be put upon your Lord- 
ſhip's liſt, to be employed in an office your 
Lordſhip ſhould appoint, in the embaſſy 
to the court of Spain, in conſequence 'of | 
an application to your Lordſhip from the 
Honourable Mr ——. Why, Sir, replied 
the miniſter, I do remember ſomething of 
Mr applying to me in your favour, 
and *tis probable I might then put you upon 
my liſt; but I can never think it is two 
years ſince. I wou'd not, returned the 
youth, impoſe upon your Lordſhip, nor af- 
ſent a falſity. Pray, Sir, rejoined the peer, 
did you ever apply to me ſince the firſt appli- 
cation? My Lord, anſwered the young gen- 
tleman, 1 have attended your Lordſhip's le- 
vee conſtantly once a month ſince, and ſhould . 
oftener, but was fearful of being troubleſome 
to your Lordſhip. Do you underſtand Spa- 
niſh and the other requiſites for ſuch a ſta- 
tion, Sir? ſays the peer. My Lord, urged 
my companion, permit me to ſay, it is now 
more than a twelvemonth ſince your Lord- 
ſhip pointed out to me the neceſſary qualifica- 
tions; and permit me alſo to add, my Lord, 
that I have diſſipated my ſmall fortune in 
attaining thoſe qualifications, and rendering 
myſelf equal to the ſervice, fo that I might 
not diſgrace. your Lordſhip's choice. I am 
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ſorry, returned his Lordſhip, that it is not in 


my power to ſerve you; for all the Fe 
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14 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ments have been diſpoſed of ſome time ago 
I hope-your Lordſhip, replied the aſtoniſhed 
youth, will ſerve me ſome other way, as a re 
compenſe for my loſs of time, and the injury, 

my fortune has ſuffered by your Lordi 1 
unhappily forgetting me. I don't remem:- 
ber, ſays the abſent. peer, that I recommend- 
ed you to lay out your money in any thing 
about this affair; but if I did, I ſuppoſe 
then intended to appoint you, but *tis now 
too late, Sir; and I wou'd adviſe you to think 

of ſomething elſe. I ſhould preſume, ſays 
the unfortunate youth, on your Lordſhip's 

| knowledge that it has coſt me npwards of 
2001. in qualifying: myſelf agreeable to your 
Lordſhip's order, your Lordſhip, out of hu-— 
manity, wou'd favour me with ſomething 

that might retrieve my ſhattered fortune. 
What, you underſtand the Spaniſh language, 
Sir? ſays his Lordſhip, Perfectly, replied 

the alarmed youth, Why then, returned 
the peer, you have the advantage of me, 
and may receive ample ſatisfaction in _ 
ing the hiſtory of Don — egu in the ori 
nal language; — with that piece of wit, 
politely took his. leave of our thunderſtruck 
youth, who on recollecting himſelf exclaim- 
ed, Eſop's fable of the boys and frogs is 
here fatally exemplified; what is ſport to him, 
is death to me; and inſtantly departed, bend- 
ing his- ſteps towards the Bird-cage walk in 


the Park; where, fitting upon a bench, he 
paſſed 
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Wonxth roufing from his melancholy reverie, 
ach a ſtart that put every thread of me to 
Ne J proof, he took the reſolution of entering 


Wat while he might be upon duty under 
he cruel miniſter's window, the reflection 


r bread, might, if his ſoul was not callous 
o every ſenſation, make him feel the pangs 
df wantonly ruining a man who had never 
njured him. Thus reſolved, he haſted with 
ne to my old habitation, where leaying me, 


e fled, as I ſuppoſe, to execute his ill-fated 


«4 -1 PUrTPOIC. | | ſ A IS. x 

5 After undergoing the preſs for, ſome hours 
dn my return, (a cuſtom we were all ſubject 
a o, the frequency of Which I may fay was 
d He chief cauſe of ny early decay) I indul- 
q ved myſelf in reflecting on the day's adven- 
A ure, which led me naturally to contemplate ' 
J. Pn the many young people who quit a life 
. of induſtry and competence, and purſue the 
4 phantom of Hope, through the various mazes 

« df miſery ſhe wantonly leads them ; ſtimu- 
A ated at firſt perhaps by choice, but at length 

> are forced to perſevere through neceſſity; 
z and how oft does ſhe lead theſe unhappy- 
P en to total deſtruction ? ſeating herſelf in 
: | he mid ocean and beckoning to her follow- 
l rs, who ſeldom have the power to ſee the 
f lüiſtance ſhe is from the ſhore, or perceive 


B 2 


A 1er chR s 555M 
afſed two hours in filent meditation; but at 


' private ſoldier in the guards; and hoped | 


at he had drove him to that courſe of life 
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nuoufly, and am pleaſed I have an opportu- 
.nity, before I leave this miſerable ſtate, of 
communicating any thing that may hereaf- 


- ving of it. White politely thanked him for 
the compliment, and Sable thus proceeded| 
to the duties of my ſation; a tall, genteel, iſþ 


Kind of a perſon ordered me to be tried upon 


(that weathercock ,of ju dement) ) to vary. ſo 
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the whirlpools that intervene, but keeping 
their eye fixed upon her, plunge in and are 
loſt ! But, continued, the fage, I fear I am 
rather troubleſome than entertaining to you. 
I beg, returned the gay ſpark, you will make 
no apology, for I am very far e thinking 
your obſervations will be the leaſt entertain: 
ing part of your. narration. Sable replied, 
Young. gentleman, I believe you ſpeak inge- 


ter be of ſervice to one who appears ſo deſer- 


in the relation of his adventures. 5 
It was not long ere I was again ſummoned 


him, and I was engaged by him for the day. 
Notwithſtanding I thought myſelf a tolerable 
good phyſiognomiſt, yet the appearance and 
deportment of this nr err cauſed my fancy 


often, that it was impoſſible for me to fix 
any criterion: He had 5 the air of a gen- 
tleman, but his gentility ſeems a kind of a 
habit that he had acquired ſince he came ta 
years of maturity, and appeared to be only 
ſuperkicial, from the effect of cloſe obſervation 
rather than the air and grace which natural- 
ly reſults from the manners being properly 

| cultivated 
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Itivated and corrected in Wa In mort * 
was altogether a contradiction, and entire- 
conquered my fagacity, which greatly add- - 
to the natural deſire 1 had. of proving, 
e adventure. 
It was in the morning that my anknowhy 
dnducor took me through the bufy ſtreets 
to the city, and entering 2 coffee-houſe, 


ar the Exchange, almoſt filled with com- 8 


ny, he ſpent ſome time before he could re- 
lve where to ſeat himſelf; at length he de- 
rmined on a place, which to me appeared 
e moſt inconvenient one in the room, it 
ing in a box that was already almoſt full; 
ere he breakfaſted and read the papers; but 
emed more intent upon remarking the 
dmpany than on the news of the day. We 
aid here about an hour, when my con- 
for roſe up, and taking a gentleman's hat 
ſtead of his own, was leaving the room, 

s ſoon as the owner obſerved the miſt 
acquainting him with it, he aſked the 
entleman pardon ; and at the ſame time in- 
drmed him, that he was ſo extremely near- 
phted, that without the help of his glaſs, 
hich he had unfortunately left at tions he 
fas continually miſtaking. The gentleman 
-gged he would make no apology, as eve- 
man was liable to miſtake; ſhortly - after 
took an opportunity to go away withart 
Aying for his breakfaſt, which made me 
dnclude he had likewiſe Ry left 
B 3 his 


memory; and I muſt own I began not to 


without interruption or paying for his che- 


my conductor as the other gentleman had, 
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his memory at home. This - cauſed, me; to 
reflect that I was very indifferently ſituated, 
in being obliged to accompany a man that 
went into company without either eyes or 


half like the. proſpe&t of this adventure. 
Soon after leaving this coffee-room, he went 
into another, where ſeating himſelf, as be- 
fore, he drank a diſh of chocolate, and on 
his leaving the place, his eye-fight again fail- 
ed him, and he miſtook another gentleman's 
hat for his own again, and went off with it 


colate. This ſecond miſtake alarmed me 
greatly, fearing leſt the owner of the. hat 
ſhould be in purſuit of us, who poſſibly might Wy c 
not ſhew ſo much regard for the infirmity off 


or not entertain ſo favourable an opinion of 


His veracity, eſpecially as the difference in{Wdiazz 
value of the hat was greatly in favour off efor 
this near-ſighted ſpark ; which circumſtanceWMairs, 


I obſerved in the preceding miſtake likewiſe. 
But my fears ceaſed, when coming into Corn-iiþt wi 
Hill, J heard him call a coach, and ſtepping ercei 
in, ordered the coachman to drive to Covent- 


Garden; but in Fleet-ftreet he ordered him ny g 


to ftop in Middle Temple-lane, and to ſet Pim, 

him down at a certain door there. On the hall u 
coach ſtopping at the place appointed, be uiet 
ordered the coachman to wait, and I ima-Whaſed 


gined that he was calling upon his re 
| but 
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Wut found he only went through a public of- 
Nee, which opened into two different places, 
d was uſed as a thoroughfare; having pall- 
1 the other door, he very leiſurely walk'd 
roſs. the court, and ſo into Fleet-ſtreet, and 
rom thence, without ſtopping, he conducted 
e to the piazza's, Covent-Garden. This 
Wxtraordinary abſence of thought in leaving 
ie coachman to wait for him, when it ap- 
eared evident he did not intend to return 
Wo him, created ſome reflections in me that 
lid not end greatly in his favour; nor did 
Whey leave me in great tranquility ; for my 
ind ran now upon nothing but horſeponds, 
luckings, and kickings, which I had heard 
ny companions ſpeak of ſuffering, and which 
knew I muſt chiefly ſuſtain, ſhould any in- 
tance of his infirmities terminate unfavout- 
bly. But to return, being arrived in the 
1azza's in Covent-Garden, as I mentioned 
defore, from thence we aſcended a pair of 
tairs, and I found myſelf in a room amidſt 
great number of very genteel people, ſome 
f whom were of the. firſt faſhion; I ſoon 
erceived it was an auction-room ; then my 
ears began to operate upon me, leſt ſome of 
ny gentleman's faculties ſhould again fail 
im, the ill conſequences I dreaded would 
all upon me; but every thing remained 
uiet for a conſiderable time. At length a 
ma- lhaſed watch by Tompion was put up, Which 
yer found had a very ſtrong effect upon my ad- 
ut 9 „ venturer, 


4 


| 


| 
| 
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ing come, our ſpark, after ſplitting the card, 


would take that card to Lord —— at 


venturer, though I could not deviſe the Suez 1 
for as I knew he had not ſixpence about 
him, I could not conceive he intended to bid 
for it; as the bidders advanced he became 
more anxious, marking every one who bid 


very ſtrictly. In the concluſion, a certain Wes 
noblemen, who is obſerved to attend theſe BF 
kind of ſales with great punctuality, bid 80 Ne 
3 and was knocked down the beſt bid- Pefo 
er, and the watch ſet down to Lord ——, ind 
My adventurous ſpark now ſeemed calm and Mie 
determined, and inſtantly quitted' the room, is v 
went into a tavern near; where ordering a bon 
bottle of Madeira and pen and ink, he took lat 
from his pocket a — and wrote as the 
follows: « The Earl of - feeing Lord wa 
's equipage ſtanding at s auction- WW lea 


« room door, begs the fawour of his Lord- | 
« ſhip's company at for a moment. i 
* nieht fe juſt received an accident upon my 
* nd ---s writes this to you, and 
o 9 — to take it to your Lordfhip him- 
« ſelf,” Having wrote this, he orders the 
maſter of the tavern to attend him, who be- 


and ſecuring the writing by a wafer, told 
him he ſhould be much Edliged to him if he 
8 
auction: The landlord aſſured him he would; IP S 
but, adds this cautious genius, deliver it to =m 

the auctioneer, and he will hand it to his 


* —— promiſed to obey his orders 
punctually ; 


f * g — 
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an 


ompanion, after recruiting his ſpirits with a 


ders to acquaint Lord —— he would return 

Wctfore his Lordſhip could be ſeated, and im- 
Wncdiately goes and poſts . himſelf in a place 
vhere he could ſee his Lordſhip come from 


We fore he ſaw his Lordſhip, attended by the 
Wndlord, Rep into his chariot, and drive to 
ie tavern ; our bold youth was as good as 
is word, and followed his Lordſhip into the 
om before he was well ſeated, and told him 
at „the Earl of was juſt drove into 
the next ſtreet, and had ordered him to 
wait upon his Lordſhip with an apology for 
leaving the room, but that he would be 
with him in an inſtant.” This excuſe, de- 
ered with a good grace by a ſeeming gen- 
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mſelf, our hero took his leave of his Lord- 


Wd tell him © that Lord —— defired him 
to ſend the watch he had lately purchaſed 
by him, as he juſt wanted to ſhew it the 
Earl of ——,” Away goes the landlord, 
ad acquaints the auctioneer with his Lord- 
ip's defire: the auctioneer knowing the 
dlord, and ſeeing Lord go out with 
n juſt before, made no heſitation, but de- 


gentleman 


| dunctually; the landlord being gone, | my . 


| laſs of wine, immediately decamps, leaving | 


he auction room. Very ſhort was his ſtay 


man, ſatisfied his Lordſhip, and ſeating 


p: and going to the bar, told — the land- 
rd, that he muſt go to — the auctioneer, 


ers him the watch, who, on meeting my 


1 
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« Earl of 


« quaint him with that would ize him 
very much.“ Bis Lordſhip anfwered it was 


doubt but in a Hort time he was greatly 


2 . 


he imagined muſt ſucceed his Lordſhip's diſ- 


gentleman at the door, put it into his hand} | 
and he flipping it mto his coat-pocket again, 
goes into his Lordſhip, and telling him the 
begged his patience for a few 
„ minutes longer, as he had now juſt finiſhed 
« the affair he was upon, and hoped he 
4 would ſtay, as he had ſomething to ac- 


very well; upon which our ſharper left his 
Lordſhip to wonder What it could be that 
would ſurprize him ſo much; and I make no 


furprized. 

The planning of this artifice, conti 
Sable, gave me a high opinion of our ſharp- 
er's ingenuity; and the dexterity with which 
he conducted it entirely removed all my 
fears of any accident happening to us! Af. 
ter this fucceſsful exploit, he walked thro? 
a few ſtreets, and then took a coach, order- 
ing the coachman to drive to a tavern near 
the Exchange in the city; by this method 
he eluded the vigilance of a purſuit, which 


covering the impoſition, and which no doubt 
was in a very ſhort time after ſent forth. 
Being arrived at the tavern, he ordered 
the coachman to take his money at- the bar, 
and was ſhewn into a very handſome room: 
he immediately ordered -a genteel dinner, 
conſiſting of five "diſhes; and ordered two 
courſes, 


* wy I > $4. 
- 7. 


— 


courſes, ſaying he expected a ntleman. to 


have mentioned to you that as the coach was 


porters who ply there to take a card which he 


to drive to, with ſtrict orders for the porter 
to be there with it by five o'clock; this card 
was directed to the knight whoſe. name and 


imagined dinner was ready, he rang and or- 
dered the cook not to ſpoil the dinner, but 
when it was ready to bring it in, ſaying 
he would not wait a minute for the king, 
in prejudice to the {kill of the cook, whom 
he ordered to take a pint of wine at the bar, 
Dinner being ended, and the cloth removed, 


he ſat very compoſedly, entertaining himſelf 
in meditating on the labour of the t 
Tompion, and from thence took occaſion to 
deſcant on his own ingenuity, which he 
juſtly boaſted was not inferior to that famous 
artiſt, though it run in a different channel. 
At the hour of five the-waiter entered with 
a card for Sir -——, on which was wrote theſe 


8 words: © Lord 's compliments to Sir 
\ MW —> alks ten thouſand. pardons: fot not 
By * attending him at dinner as. appointed ; 
'o W ><g5 Sir — will not go till he comes, 
es, | $a, f 22 which 
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title he had now aſſumed. By the time he 


dine with. him, and ordered 1 any one en- 
quired for Sir - to ſhew him in; but I ſhould - 


paſſing by the Temple, he ordered one of the 


had been: writing upon in the coach, to the 
very tavern he had ordered the coachman to 


champaign and burgundy was ordered; and 
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and producing ſome very curious watch- 


four for it; but the tradeſman being a qua- 


« which will not exceed half an hour,” The 
card was purpoſely wrote upon to the view 
of every one, which added -dignity to our 
new-made knight's former conſequence, and 
ordering the porter to be diſcharged at the 
bar, he fat a few minutes; when ring- 
ing the bell, he ordered the waiter to tell i 
his maſter to come to him, who ſoon ap- 
pearing, he deſired him to fit and fill a glaſs 
of wine; and entering into a familiar con- 
verſation with him, in a ſhort time inquired 
if there was ever a ſhop near where he could 
purchaſe a gold chain to his watch; and, at 
the ſame time, produced the property of 
Lord ——, which being in a neat ſhagreen | 
box, looked at a diſtance like a ſhagreen 
caſe : The vintner being willing to oblige a 
neighbour, told him he would recommend 

a dealer in thoſe things, who had great 
— and lived only in the next ſtreet. Our Wupc 
knight begged he would ſend for him, with 
orders to bring ſome watch- chains with him: 
The vintner immediately diſpatched a waiter 
to the perſon, who ſoon arrived with a box; 


chains, my gentleman at laſt fixed upon one, 
which came to 5 1. 1 s. -The ſpark offered him 


ker, told him he never aſked ow he 
intended to take; but however he was ſtall 
offered 4 l. 1 8. and the tradeſman refuſing, 
was diſmiſſed. In five minutes, the ſharper 
rang 
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1e rang for the maſter of the tavern,” and told 
bim what had paſſed, adding he greatly liked 
ir Wthe chain, and would purchaſe it; but ſhould 
id take it as a favour if he would go to the 
e man, and ſee if he could not get it for the 
g- money, but if not, to bring it with him; 
ell Wand at the fame time deſired he would tell 
p- the tradeſman to bring a Cornelian ſeal, with 
1's Wa Homer's head for the impreſſion. Away 
n- {went the landlord, and ſoon after brought 
ed che chain with him; but told our genius he 
ud could not prevail upon him to take any 
at ching leſs than he had aſked; that he had 


mever a Cornelian with 2 Homer, but had 


ord in ten minutes. During the landlord's 


nd Habſence, this ingenious gentleman had taken 
eat out the watch, and left the ſhagreen box 
Dur upon the ſhelf over the fire-place, in full 
1th rie w of the landlord, who might ſuppoſe it 


as the real watch. Upon looking at the 
hain, the ſpark pretended it was not the 
ame he had ſhewn him before; the landlord 
old him it was poſlible he might miſtake. by 
andle- light, and offered to go and change 


t; but the ſharper ſaid he would go him- 
jua- elf, as he had ſome ſuſpicion the quaker 
he ad a mind to impoſe upon him; and ſaying 


the ſhelf, went out of the room; and the 
andlord ſhutting the door, told him he 
ron. . | would 


ſent to a: friend in the next ſtreet who he 
believed had one, and he would bring him 


he watch, he ſuppoſed, would be ſafe upon 
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Here Sable was interrupted in his narrative, 


26 THE ADVENTURES OF | 


would take care'nobody ſhould come in du- 
ring his abſence. Our ſucceſsful ſharper now 
bent his courſe to Cheapſide with all ſpeed, i * 
leaving the thagreen box to pay the vintner 
his reckoning, and the quaker for his watch- 


— ad) 


The Iuxuriancy of my ingenious conduct- 
or's invention in the progreſs of this ad- 
venture aſtoniſhed me greatly; but II for- 
bear to trouble you with my reflections now, 
and haſten with him to the play-houſe. | ; 

Being arrived in Cheap- ſide, he takes a 
coach, and orders himſelf to be drove to the ; 
Roſe in Bridges-ſtreet Covent Garden; and] 
the coach ſtopping at the door, the coach- e 
man deſcended to let him out, but was or- 
dered to go into the tavern, and inquire iff 
Mr —— was in the houſe: the inquiry] il 
through every room he knew muſt take up 
ſome minutes, and give him time to let him- 
ſelf out at the other fide of the coach, Which 
he effected with great privacy and expedition, 
and immediately ſet forward for Covent-| | 
Garden play-houſe, taking his way up BS.]. 
ſtreet, purpoſely avoiding, as I apprehend-| F 
ed, the ſcene of his morning adventure. 


by the arrival of his owner, who brought in 
with him an old cloaths-man, and handing b 
the black narrator down, delivered him toi 
this new vamper of old commodities ; who, h 
d C 
after peruſing him with great attention an 


ix * 


— 


au- .gacity, making his head, declared he coul: 


no Pot give any thing for it; adding, © It had 


eed, Neen ſo much uſed, it would not hold toge- 
tner her for a ſingle day's wear; and as for re- 
tch- | airing it, he ſaid it was impoſſible from the 

ottenneſs of it, nor could it be converted 
uct- Into patches, as, in fact, he ſaid it conſiſted 
ad. f nothing cHe but patches; and returning 
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for- to the 2 deſired him to keep it a8 4. : 


ow, urioſity, ſwearing he never ſaw ſuch a thing 


8 4 | | onducted to the wardrobe,. and hung on 
the Ihe peg he had been removed fromm 


and Sable (half recovered from his fright) 


ach. $0002 was heard to utter theſe words: My 
or- oved companion, and adopted ſon, indulge 


e ite 2 few minutes to recover my breath! 
hite, with great tenderneſs; ed he 


port q ould make no apology ; for though he was 
im. eeding anxious to know what had cauſed, 
eing gratified till he was perfectly recover- 
d. After a few minutes pauſe: the frighted 

eteran thus broke: forth: Where 15: the 
1 philoſophy, che calm reſignation;, L fancied, 

cculd meet my laſt hour with? Alas! I. find 
have learned nothing that is worth retain- 
ng, ſince E have not learned to bear the near 
approach of my diſſolution without trem- 


ng: Why ſhould b with to exiſt, or linger 
9 chis decayed and miſerable ſtate, - when, 
the momentary ſhock of death. is ſucceeded. 


he fright he was in, he would not think of 


his life.: upon this Sable was once more 


a 


—— 
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Here White in- 
terrupting him, begged to know the cauſe 
of ſuch ſad reflections. 


by a total annihilation? 


Sable, bear with the infirmities of the age; 
the frequency of contemplating on death, 
believe me, greatly leſſens its terrors: The 
danger is now over, and my fears are ſub- 


ſided. Here Sable recounted his late adven- 
ture with the dealer in old cloaths ; which 
having concluded, he proceeded in the rela- 
tion of the many and ſurprizing changes of 


; 


artifice calculated to extend this work: and is 


fortune. (But here, reader, leſt thou ſhouldſt 


imagine this digreſſion from the chaln of ad-- 


ventures as related by our Black Hero, is an 


that no ſuch interruption ever happened, but: 
what was made by ourſelves, on purpoſe to- 
eke out this part of our performance, we do 


aſſure thee, that nothing but ſacred truth | 


obliged us to relate it, and which we ſhall 
at all times think ourſelves bound i in juſtice: 


to do; therefore, courteous reader, if ho 


ſhouldſt meet, in the progreſs of this enter - 


taining hiſtory, with inſtances of à ſimilar W 


nature, we adviſe thee not to pronounce 
them fiction; for were we inclined: to en- 
large this performance, the bare recital: of 
numberleſs minutes, which we have and ſhall 
ſuppreſs, would extend it to volumes; and if 
thou wilt favour us with thy company to the 
end of this work, thou wilt find ſuch little 
arts were needleſs, the ſage's narrative alone 

3 


My ſon, returned 
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affording us ample matter for thy entertain - 
ment, and which thou mayſt find faithfully; 
recorded in the following pages.) The ſharp-- 
er, reſumed Sable, being arrived at the play- 
iouſe, and going to the box-dogr, he over- 
ock 2 company of ladies and. gentlemen 

\ who were going into the houſe, and ſtep- 
ping before them, ordered the box:keeper to- 
open the door, ſaying the ſervant belonging 
to the company would pay for all. The box- 
reeper ſeeing the company behind, imagined 
our ſpark of the party; therefore, without 
hbeſitation, lets him in: As ſoon as he was. 
within, he poſts himſelf in ſuch a manner as. 
to hear what paſſed at the. box-door without 
being ſeen; the company being come up, were 
Wiſurprized. to find themſelves, charged. with: 
W one more than they knew of; and diſawning 
acquaintance with my adventurer;. refuſed 
bo pay for him. The box-kceper not having 
time to go in ſearch of him then, ordered 
an under box-keeper to look ſharp for him as 
he came out: Our fpark hearing this, ſeemed 
very well. ſatisfied, which was much more 
chan T was; and after going from box to 
box, he at length ſeated himſelf in one of 
the corner green boxes, in which Was only 
an old 1 but on the latter. account 
our number was increaſed by the addition of 
two ladies of the town and two gentiemen.. 
he ſharper prudently ſat as far back in the 
box as he could, to avoid being ſeen, I con- 
* 3 F f cluded. 
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cluded. The entertainment being ended 


and the company preparing to depart; to my 
amazement, this bold 2 enturer ſeizes 4 
red rocqueleau that was hung in the box, 
and Was going to put it on, When the Gd 
genflewizn told him, with great politeneſs, 
e fancied he had made a miſtake; for the 
rocqueleau belonged to him. The ſharper, W 
with aſtoniſhing effrontery, replied, By your 
leave, Sir, tis you that miſtake, for the 
rocqueleau is mine. Your rocqueleau? re- 
turned the gentleman. Indeed it is, replied 
this fon of impudence. Sir, fays tlie ſtran- 
ger, as you have the appearance of a gen- 
gtt.tceman, I cannot think you mean any thing 
9 more than a jeſt; but let me tell you, Sir, 
St added he, I am not uſed to be treated ſo 
| with impunity. Sir, returned the. ſharper, 
it is not my cuſtom to jeſt with men of your if 
appearance, nor do I expect ſuch treatment 
from you. Why ſure, ſays the gentleman, 
. will not pretend to perſuade me ſeriouf- 
1y that this is not my rocqueleau? 'That 
this rocqueleau is mine, Sir, fays my com- 
panion, I do aver, and will maintain my 
property, adding, this is the ſtrangeſt piece | 
of impudence that ever was practiſed. In- 
deed, fays the gentleman, ſo it is, if you 
retend to ſay this is your rocqueleau, when | 
I brought it in, and hung it up before you 
came. The ſhaper alledged he brought it 
in, and bung it up on his coming in. This 
8 ſtrange 
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firange - kak whoſe property the roque- 
leau 2 created much mirth in the ladies 


different ſenſations in me, who ſaw no poſ- 
ſibility. of our hero's maintaining his affer- 
tion with any credit; conſequently there was 
little probability of my eſcaping a hovſe-pond, 
or ſome ſuch dire miſhap, eſpecially as I faw 


perſiſted in claiming” it, and the ſharper as 
ſtrongly inſiſted on its being his. In con- 


if he could point out any mark or any thing 
pany that it was his. The gentleman re- 


it was never on his back before that after - 
noon, being quite new : Upon that, my gen- 


of your years ſhould undertake to play the 
ſharper with no other abilities than bare im- 
pudence. Zounds, returned the ſtrange gen- 
tleman, you are a ſharper; and- fince- 

talk of marks, By what mark do you know 
it? let us fee how you will prove it to be 
yours; make that appear, Sir, exulting and 


times inchning one way and ſometimes ano- 


have come to that at firſt; but that I Was 
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and gentlemen! in the box, but created far 


the old gentleman begin to wax warm. But 
to proceed: The owner of the rocqueleau 
cluſion, my ingenious companion aſked him, 3 
whereby it might be determined by the com- 
plied, he knew of no mark upon it; for that 


tleman exclaimed, Amazement! that a man 


appealing to the company, who yet could 
not tell what to make of the affair, ſome- | 


ther, Why, Sir, ſays the impoſtor, I would 
= | 
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would make uſe of to ſupport your unjuſt 


them if the rocqueleau was. his, there was, 
two X's 
tom: the 


ſharper had. directed. The old gentleman: 


ing adjudged the property of our hero, he 


adviſed him to leave off a profeſſion he ſeem- 
ed unable te ſucceed” in. 


him, whom he treated in very free terms; 
the gentlemen ſtood up: 


but abuſed every one in'the box with being 


willing to ſee: what ingenious. device you 


pretenſions; but as I ſee you take advantage 
of the coolneſs of my - temper, and conti-- 
dently think to- os out of my proper- BW. 
ty, I will fubmit to the company to deter- \ | 
mine whom the rocqueleau belongs to; and, 
continues he, I believe I ſhall put an end to- 
the diſpute very ſhortly to your confuſion; 
and then turning to the company, told 


marked. in the inſide near the bot- | 
gentlemen looked and found two. 
X's marked in the place our ingenious. 


ſtood petrified. with. amazement, but reco- 
vering himſelf, ſwore ſtill the rocqueleaw 
was his; but how: thoſe damned X's came 
there he could not tell.. The rocqueleau be- 


now put it on, telling the old gentleman, his 
age ſhould protect him from.puniſhment, and 


The gentleman 
knowing the rocqueleau was his, {till ood 
ſtrongly. he brought. it in- with. him, and 

it was his. The ladies now began to eur. 


for their doxies, and 
the loſer of the rocqueleau had no friends, 


accomplices in robbing. him; upon * 
0. 
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the ladies fell upon him, and ſeizing his 
large powdered. wig, boxed him about the 


en i n be was lost Mind aud 


chen flinging it into the pit, among the peo- 
who were gathered under the box at the 
noiſe that began to be made, the old gentle- 


man's full-bottom was ſoon diſpoſed of as 


well as his rocqueleau. Our adventurer 
took this opportunity to quit the box, and 
with the addition of the rocquelean, and by 

timely uſing his handkerchief as he paſſed 
the box-keeper, went away without ſuſpi- 


gon of being the perſon who bilked him on 


his coming in. You will no doubt wonder, 
ſays Sable, how this genius could come by 
the knowledge of the private marks upon 
the rocqueleau, and your wonder will be no 


less when ! tell you that he himſelf put them 


there, whilſt the old gentleman was engaged 
with the performance on the ſtage: for he, 
whoſe ſtudy was to refine upon ſharping, 
never wanted materials, in the various ad- 
ventures he might net with, conſequently 
he was as expert with his needle in ſewing 
the two X's: upon the rocqueleau, as a ſur- 
geon would be in uſing his lancet on a ſud- 
den emergency. But to finiſh . with this 
— This laſt exploit being ended, 
e takes me through many alleys and dark 
paſſages; at length aſcending a mean ſtair- 
caſe as high as he could, he gave the ſignal 
of admittance, and the door was opened, 
| - when 
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city as my adventurer. 
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when there appeared to my fight, fitting 
round a table, four perſons, one in the ha- 
bit of a clergyman, another in the character 
of a farmer, a third was a laced beau, and 
the fourth an honeſt-looking tradeſman, and 
I obſerved every one had before him watch- 
es, rings, ſwords, ſnuff- boxes, purſes with 
money, and other things of value, which I 
afterwards found were the ſeveral. labours of 
the day, which had been gained by theſe 
honeſt- looking gentlemen. in the ſame capa» 
But our ingenious 
fpark producing the watch by 'Tompion, gold 
chain, racqueleau, and an exceeding good 
hat inftead of a bad one, he was deemed the 
moſt meritorious. of the whole fraternity for 


that day. 
ſeveral characters fixed for the ſucceeding 


day (when my companion was. to aſſume the 


appearance of a country- farmer) they all ad- 
journed to a tavern, where they ſpent the 


evening in recounting the maths they; had 
taken in acquiring th valuable collection * 


had ſeen upon che table; on leaving the ta- 
vern each took a ſeparate road, my adven- 


turer taking 


vous of the next day was to be at the par- 


ſon's lodging, which I found they changed: | l 


nightly, In the morning early. this indu- 


ſtrious gentleman conducted me to my old 1 


habitation in Monmouth:ſtreet, unhurt, af- 
ter 


EEE” 


A diviſion being made, and the 
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| me to the: place from. whence/ | 
we laſt came, and I underſtood the rendez+ | 
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ber all the perils of the preceding day, to 
my great ſatisfaction, where, e ſuffering 
the corroding bruſh, and racking preſs as 
WS uſual, I was at liberty to indulge my nt 
tions, and the laſt day's expedition afforded 
me ample matter. Gods! exclaimed Sable, 
could I have credited that ſuch things were 

really practiſed, had I not been a witneſs to 
them! 

Is it not, ſays the Gage: advan to his 
gay companion, greatly to be lamented, that 
men of ſuch excellent talents ſhould proſti- 
E tute them to fuch hurtful purpoſes to the 
community, and reverſing morality, indu- 
ſtriouſſy purſue evil, that they may boaſt of 
blemiſhes nt ſhould rather bluſh for; as 
he, amongſt theſe pillagers of ſociety, is e- 
ſteemed the moſt worthy who is the moſt 
wicked? But I will not, continued Sable, 
ſpend the precarious minutes in making re- 
flections which your own perſpicuity will 
furniſh you” with, but proceed in the detail 
of my iy adventure. 

I was next, continued. Sable, ordered by a 
tall long- viſaged perſon to be tried upon 
him, and the Monmouth-ſtreet merchant pro- 
nounced that if I had been cut out on pur- 
Poſe for him, I could not have fitted him bet- 
ter; on this I was engaged by him for the 
day. I ſoon. diſcovered by ſome detached _ 
pieces of poetry in blank verſe, and other 

Papers of the like nature put into my noone 
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chat I was accompanying an author. His 


this ſon of Apollo attend the door of a cer- | 


the houſe, I ſhould have imagined was a 


propriety term him) without aſking the 


ſince? ſays this well mannered / gentleman. 
—_— months, Sir, replied the author. O, is 
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wan and dead complexion made me at ſirſt 
imagine him to be a perſon confined to a ſe- 
dentary life; but notwithſtanding his .unta- i 

vourable aſpect, I could conceive ſtrong 
marks of the gentleman, and likewiſe ima- 
gined him to be a ſcholar, though the rays of 
learning which beamed from his counte- 
nance ſeemed to be clouded by misfortune 
and care. But to proceed: Three times did 


tain great man, before he could gain admit- 
tance; the firft time the ſervant ſaid his ma- 
iter was dreſſing, the ſecond time he was buſy, 
and the third, we were ſo fortunate as to be 
ſhewn into a ſmall antichamber, with direc- { 
tions to fit down, and my comerade ſhould be 
informed when he could ſpeak with this very 

eat man, whom, but for the ſituation of 


prime miniſter: At laſt, after waiting above 
an hour, my companion was deſired to walk. 
into a parlour, where. was fitting by the fire 
tide, ſurrounded by half a dozen little kit- 
tens, an old man {gentleman I cannot with 


gentleman to fit, he began, Well fir, what do 
you want with me? I wait upon you, Sir, re- 
plied the fauthor, in relation to a play I ſome 
time. ago left in your hands. How long 


that 


% 
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that all, ſays he? Well, and pray, what is this 
extraordinary play of yours, continues he; 
tragedy I fuppoſe? It is a tragedy, Sir, an- 
wered· che author, ſtill ſtanding, (which gave 

e an opportunity of remarking à letter 
chat lay upon che, table directed to the ma- 
Wnager of one of the theatres). What do 
ou call it? ſays this important gentleman. 


tune it is called —, replied the author, and hope 
did it has met with your approbation, continued 
cer- 


e. O, to be ſure, ſays the ſneering manager 


mit- Irithout reading it. I imagined, ſays the 
ma- author, you would have been kind enough 
uly, Wo have indulged me with a couple of hours 


Out, of fifteen months to have peruſed it, or 


irec- f you did not intend to peruſe it, ou would 
d be ave returned it me again. Ay, ay, ſays the 
Very nanager; you ſhall have it again; take it 
1 of away with you in God's name, (looking a- 
as a 


mong a parcel of papers) / I don't mean, Sir, 
returned the author, to take it from you un- 
Jeſs you ſhould reject it, after you have read 
it. Why, Sir, fays the manager, did not 
ou this moment aſk me to return it? If 
had no intention to peruſe it, ſays the au- 
thor, Peruſe it! replies the manager—why, 
Sir, do you think I have nothing elſe to do 
than as oon as ever people of your way of 
— have wrote a thing, to play it imme- 
diately? What, I ſuppoſe, continues he, you 
think I ſhould read it, alter it, expunge, 
and add to it, then rehearſe jit, and ſo per- 

> Rn form 
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form it, that you 
all in ten days or a fortnight? No, no, 
it by that, for they are all marked. There 


zed manager, what do you mean? perhapi 


tion, or There is not ing at all of the kind, 


the tragedies that have come out within 


tertain a moſt ſovereign contempt for him, 


a condition! ſome parts wanting half a. leaf, 
ſome a quarter, others three quarters, and 


ſmeared and ſtained,” having been frequently 
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you are too quick for me; lets ſee wh 
this thing, (looking over a bundle en 
ſcript plays), What is the procgſſiam in your Wl 
play, continued the manager? I ſhall beſt find 


is no proceſſion at all in mine, Sir, ſays the 
author. No proceſſion! Sir, ſays the ama- 


you call it a folemn dirge, a triumph, or an cua- 


Sir, ſays the author, in my play, nor did I 
apprehend, ſays he, it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to- Neceſſary? interrupted the manager, 
pray, Sir, what would nine out of ten of} 


theſe 20 years have been good for, if it had 
not been for tke proceſſions? But, if yours 
has no proceſſion, adds he, I am ſure it is 
not amongſt theſe; - (laying the papers he 
had been looking over down); but we ſhall Whac 
find it preſently ſomewhere, I warrant you 
A proceſſion not neceſſary! (looking for the 
play). By this time the author began to en- 


as I judged from his countenance. At length 


the manager produced the play, but in ſuch 


what remained was in tatters, and ſtrangely 
uſed 


A BIAKek OA 3, 


ſed io doubt in taking the tea · kettle off 
he fire, and other ſuch worthy employ- 
Nents, as I ſaw him take it from under a caſfce- 
Wo that ſtood in the window. The author 


Your ' t firſt was aſtoniſhed when he ſaw: it; bat; 
t find Fecovering himſelf, calmly ſaid/ he believed 
here iſe had been peruſed, for Lys the appearance 


f it, it ſeemed to have been often in- his 
nds ; and opening it—Really,- Sir, ſays the 
uthor, you have been in a miſtake, for it is 
vident you have read it over, and have 
pbunged ſeveral pages of it, (ſhewing him 

he diſmembered play); and, continues he, 
lare ſay you will be able to get through it 
n a ſhort time; therefore will continue it in 
our hands, and hope you will be fo obli- 
ring as to add to it. No, no, Sir, rephed the 
manager, I ſhall give myſelf no farther trou- 
le about it.; as for the leaves being torn, 


it is Nome of the ſervants can give you the beſt 
s he count of them. If, continued he, there 
ſhall Whad been a proceſſion in it—Here he was inter- 
* 


upted, by the arrival of a perſon with a® 
arlequin's dreſs, and the author laying the 
angled play upon the table, took his leave, 
iving place to Harlequin ; a circumſtance that 
ught-not to give him much pain, as it is 
o more than what the beſt dramatic au- 
hors, both ancient and rf e * fre. 7 
uently done. 
This tragic gentleman uavithe onal 
ae home, continued Sable, I was again der 
2051 D 2 poſited 
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poſited among my old ac 


nal entertainment. But to 


was returned by the ſtranger with an auk- 


neſs of the weather was the firſt topic of 
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the oc- 
men, from whoſe . 
much uſefal knowledge and rde: 
proceed, 

My next excurſion, reſumed Sable, was 
with a perſon who conducted me from m 
habitation in Monmouth: ſtreet to an indif- 
ferent apartment in an. alley near Chancery» 
lane, where he adorned himſelf with the mit» 
litary enſigns, a cockade and ſword, and 
marched with me to a tavern in the city, | 
where being ſhewn into a room, he left word, | 
if any body inquired for an officer, to ſhew 
them in to him, and ſeating himſelf, he drew 
from his pocket a letter, in which were theſe | 
words in an excellent woman's hand- Dear 
Capt. —My papa has received your letter, 
and tells me he ſhall meet you at the time 
* and-place you have appointed. L ſhall be 
«.1mpatient to know the reſult of this inter- 

« eſting converſation, and hope it will prove 
* favourable to your — This letter was. 
directed to be left at a coffee-houſe in the 
Strand for my companion. He did not wait 
long before a plain decent looking tradeſman 
was introduced to him. My comerade recei- 
ved him with an affected politeneſs, which 


cafional- 


receiv 


ward civility: Being both ſeated, the. cold- 


converſation, the tradeſman making a ſorrow- 
ful obſervation on the dearpeſe of provi 


fions, 
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Gons, and that coals Were riſen chat dy; 
the military gentleman joined in lamenting. 


” 


the hardneſs. of the 22 and 7 1 

the ſubject by pitying the poor; the ſtranger 

i then filled — and knocking his glaſs 
zgainſt the Captain's, drank to their better 
acquaintance; which having taken off. Mr 
Sirloin, (that being the ſtranger's. name), af- 

ter a few minutes ſilence on both ſides, be- 

gan the diſcourſe, by faying to my compa- 
nion, that he believed he had received a let- 
ter from him in relation to his daughter u- 
ſan. The Captain anſwered he ſhould make 
Ino ceremony in telling him, that he profeſſed 

a regard for the young lady. Young lady, 
fays Mr Sirloin, I beg Sir, you'll not young 
lady my daughter. Suſan is a good likely girl 

for that matter; but as for being a young la- 

dy, I don't know what title ſhe has to that. 
Indeed her mother, Who has had the whole 
management of her, has always filled the 
girl's head with a parcel of nonſenſe. Tour 
plain way of thinking, returned the Captain, 

L highly approve, but her education intitles |, 
her to—Ay, interrupted Mr Sirloin, that wass 
againſt my will too; but my wife would have | 
it ſo, and ſo ſhe was. ſent: to a boarding 
ichool. To be ſure, continued he; as ſhe was 
but a: half-boarder, I came into it for peace 
and quietneſs. But if it was to do again ;—- 
for, added he, ſhe has learned nothing but 
to talk of n faſhions, : and dan- 
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accompliſhments which are neceſſary in eve- 


ſphere. I am a plain man, Sir, as you fee, 


fortune, are willing to take a, girl for love 


think, ſays Mr Sirloin, as times go, that 2 


us now enter upon the bufineſs we met up- 


cings, and plays, and 1 don't know What. 
Thefe things, Sir, anſwered the Captain, are 


ry woman who has any pretenſions to marry 
genteelly— Therefore, Sir, returned Mr Sir- 
loin, unneceſſary for my d r; for Lam 
ſure l don't know what pretenſions the has 
to think of marrying genteelly, or out of her 


continues he, and to be ſure would do: eve- 
ry thing for the beſt for my danghter, and; 
no doubt ſhould like very well to ſee my 
daughter made 2 gentlewoman of; but then, 
adds he, low 1s that to be ? that's the que 
ſtion; for my part I don't ſee now a-days 
that gentlemen, let em have ever ſo good a 


alone No offence J hope to you, Str. By 
no means, Sir, replied the Captain; J aue 
vou, Sir, I eſteem: your ſentiments, and: 
though love is the chief ingredient in a hap- 
Py marriage, yet to make it quite compleat, 
a little fortune is neceſſary. Now I rather 


tune is looked upon as the chief ingredient 
Yow'll excufe me, Sir, I am a blunt man 

Pray, Sir, make no apology,. rephed' the 
Captain, Well, Sir, ſays Mr Sirloin, let 
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on. You ſay you have a regard for my 
daughter, I ſuppoſe yon mean love. I do 
Sir, anſwered the Captain, You, are an offi- 
cer, 
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er, Sir; my daughter tells me. Tes, Sir, re- 
turned the Captain; but to deal ingenuoufly 
ith you, I am only a younger brotlier; 
herefore I can't boaſt of any great fortune, 
thouſand pounds or ſo, beſides my com- 
miſſion, with which, continues he, I * ca- 
pable of appearing as a gentleman, and hope 
have always acted » ſuch. A thoufand 
ound, fays Mr Sirloin, is a great deal of 
money in my opinion; I dont know what 
you may think of it: your commiſſion, 
gays he, that's quite out of my way, and 
| herefore I know nothing of it; and now, Sir, 
continues he, as you have told me who yow 
are, it is but fair that I ſhould tell you who 
I am. I am, adds he, a butcher by trade, 
and by induſtry and frugality, I make ſhift 
Sto maintain myſelf and family with what I 
call credit; for I make it a rule, never to 
beſpeak any thing for myſelf or any of my 
family, but what I know I can afford, nor: 
tet any thing be wore, or made uſe of, till 
1 have paid for it. I pay my landlord his 
rent every quarter-day, and I don't owe any 
man a {hilling in the world; and ſo now, Sir, 
if you like me for a father-in-law, without 
farther ceremony, here's my hand--and'done's 
the word. This cloſe way of doing buſineſs, 
ſays Sable, I found diſconcerted my martial 
conductor, who evaded cloſing with the pro- 
Poſal, faying ſuch a thing as marriage re- 
quired a little more conſideration than a bet 
at 
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44. THE ADVENTURES oT 
at a cock-match'or a hovſe-race:. Why look 


v. 
of doing buſineſs; if I ſee a bullock in the d. 
market which I think is for my purpoſe, 1b. 


go and examine him, and if I find. that hel 
do, I inquire his price, and if its about the 
mark, I bid money for him, and if my mo- 
ney is accepted, I have. the beaſt ; but if not, 
we part, and there's no harm done you 
know : Now apply that, Sir. Well, Sir, re- 
turned the ax dh to make a matter of 
trade of this affair, as I profeſs a regard for 
your. daughter, if you will give mea fortune- 
with her I will marry her, notwithſtanding: 
the diſgrace it will be to my family, For- 
tune, Sir! fays Mr Sirloin, what fortune do: || 
you expect me to give? I ſuppoſe, Sir; fays: 
the Captain, you intend to give her a fortune 
equal to her education aud appearance in the 
world. As for her education and appear- 
ance in the world, fays Mr Sirloin, E have 
told you how that came about, and that it: 
was not my fault; and now PII tell you what. 
mW give you with her: III ſpend a few gui- 
neas in a wedding- dinner with: all my heart; 
but as for fortune, I aſſure you ] have none 
to give. You are certainly in jeſt, Sir, ſays: 
the Captain, as you have educated and dreſſed 
your daughter in the character of a lady of 
fortune. Zounds, Sir, ſays Mr Sivloin, b 
tell you my wife has had the whole manage- 
ment of her, and that it is not my fault; this 


very 
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very thing, adds he, have I told my wife 
over and over; for, ſays I, what tradeſman- 
do you think will have her, as ſhe will to 
be ſure expect to live in the manner ſhe has 
been brought up, and if ſhe does not, ſays 
I, then ſhe will be unhappy; and what 
tradefman is there, fays I, that can afford, 
or if he copld, would think it proper, to 
her like a lady? and what gentleman, 
ſays I, will take a butcher's daughter with- 
out a farthing, only becauſe the girl, ſays I, 
has a notion of dreſs and politeneſs, as they 
call it? ſo that, ſays I, the girl will be 
brought up to be fit for nothing, and in the 
end, ſays I, turn whore; but it figmified no- 
thing, for my wife ſaid her daughter ſhou'd 
be brought up and dreſſed as well as Mr - 
Spiggott the alehouſe- man's ter, Who 
was no better than the' was, and that ſome- 
thing might happen. vole 1 
Here Mr Sirloin was interrupted by the 
ſudden entrance of the wife of his boſom. 


found her to be. The flayer of axen was 
at once aſtoniſhed and intimidated an ſeeing. 
his wife; Mr Sirloin, ſays the lady, on her 
entrance, I am ſurprized at your impolitic 
behaviour, I have heard every word you 
have faid, and any one wou'd imagine you 
had no more ſenſe than the begſt you kill, 
to tell a gentleman with the circumſtances of 
your family in the manner you have, _— WF 
Qin, 


who was followed by Miſs Sirloin, as I fon 
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aſſured him, that though it was true, her 
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was in love with Suſan, and ſaid he ſhou'd 
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loin, is a monſtrous thing. Mr Sirloin de- 
clared he had ſaid nothing but the truth, 
and added, that liſteners ſeldom heard any 
good of themſelves. Mrs Sirloin returned, 
that he was a poor mean-ſpirited wretch, and 
had not a grain of ambition in him. Mr Sir- 
loin replied, he believed it might be better, 
if ſome folks had leſs, and for his part he 
did not ſee what buſineſs people in his ſphere 
had to do with ambition; for, ſays he, they 
are generally getting into ſome ſerape or an- 
other. 

Miſs, during the altercation betwixt Ver 
papa and mamma had drawn near the Cap- 
tain, who took very little notice of her: 
Mrs Sirloin now addreſſed herſelf to the 
Captain, and told him, ſhe hoped he would 
excuſe Mr Sirloin's want of politeneſs, and 


daughter was not the largeſt fortune in the 
pariſh, neither was ſhe the leaſt, adding, 

— as Suky was their only child, ſhe would 
be intitled to every farthing that wou'd be 
left on their deaths, and which ſhe durſt fay. 
would amount to near - a hundred pound. To 
be ſure, continues ſhe, if Mr Sirloin was but 
a puſhing. man, he might be able to leave 
her many hundreds. 


Mr Sirloin ſaid, he underſtood the Captain 
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think with that and the thouſand pound he 
had * might live very * The Cap- 
| tain 
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de- tain replied, that it was true, he had a great 
regard for Miſs Sirloin, and that his fortune 
was about a thouſand pound; but that as. 
he. was of one of the beſt families in Dor- 
ſetſhire, it wou'd be a diſgrace to it to mar- 
ry into Mr Sirloin's family, unleſs it was 
made up by a fortune ; and that he had been 
told Miſs Sirloin wou'd be worth a thouſand 
pound, and which by her dreſs, and the 
company ſhe kept, he thought cou'd be no 
leſs. Mr Sirloin declared that whoever faid 
he cou'd give his daughter a thouſand pound 
was a ſcandalous perſon ; as for her dreſs and 
company, do you, ſpeaking to his wife, an- 
ſwer for that. „ BL 0 rhe 34 1777 
The waiter now told Mr Sirloin, a perſon 
would be glad to ſpeak to him, and on his 
going out, Mrs Sirloin told the Captain, that 
ſhe preſumed his intentions had been honour- 
able, and that his addreſſes had not been 
made to her daughter altogether for the lu- 
cre of gain ; the Captain proteſted his love 
intirely diſintereſted; but that he could not, 
on account of his family, think of entering 
into an alliance with Mr Sirloin without a 
fortune. Mr Sirloin was.now returned, and 
rubbing his hands, aſked if the Captain was 
willing to accept of his daughter or not? the 
Captain ſtrongly urged, that the diſgrace it 
wou'd be to his family wou'd not permit 
him to engage any farther. Pray, Sir, fays 
Mr Sirloin, what is this great family you 
| | t 
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talk fo much of? I am, anſwered the Cap- 


which is as ancient a one as any in the king- 
dom. Mr Sirloin aſked him if he did not 
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tain, of the family of the Fortune-bunters, 


know one Fohn Trot ; the Captain upon this 
appeared extremely confounded, but ſtam- 
mer'd out he knew no ſuch perſon; upon 
this Mr Sirloin rang the bell, and aſked the 


waiter if he knew that gentleman, pointing 
to the Captain? Tes, replied the waiter, very 


well; his name is John Trotc; he was a 
footman to ſquire —, and was diſcharged 
for ſome miſdemeanor about half a year a- 


go; and fpeaking to the new-made Captain, 


ſaid, you know me very well, Mr Trott, 
don't you? The Captain replied, he never ſaw 
him before to his knowledge. Come, come, 
Mr Trott, ſays the waiter, don't wink at 
me, I'll not fee any body impoſed upon, I 
know you very well. Mr Sirloin's choler 


being now raiſed to the higheſt degree, he 


could not contain himſelf any longer ;, but 
-pulling off his wig and coat, told my unfor- 
tunate companion, that though he im- 


poſed upon him, he would take no advan- 


tages of him, but wou'd box hm fairly. But 


the martial hero declined the combat; upon 


which Mr Sirloin, giving a looſe to his hands 

and feet together, employed them both fo 

faſt upon my unlucky comerade, that it was 

hard to determine which of them went the 

faſteſt, and my paſſive conductor —_— — 
ä Olve 
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ſolved to ſee whether his patience, or. Mr 
Sirloin's ſtrength would hold out the long- 
eſt, and Sirloin being 4 corpulent man, was 
at length obliged: to give over his labour 
for want of breath, and thereby the Captain's 
principle of non-refiſtance obtained a com- 
pleat victory over the active vigour of the 

enraged butcher. _. en eee 
Mr Sirloin, having a little recovered him- 
ſelf from the fatigue the violent exertion of 
his ſtrength had occaſioned, now turned to 
his wife and daughter, and told the latter 
that for the future ſhe ſhould be under his 
direction, and bid her ſee that to-morrow, 
ſhe appeared in the ſhop as his daughter, 
with a coloured apron before her, and dif- 
poſe of thoſe dangling things at her elbows, 
or he'd burn them: The two ladies having 
ſeen ſuch manifeſt proofs of Mr Sirloin's 
proweſs were intimidated into ſilence, not even 
daring to exerciſe thoſe dreadful weapons 
their tongues, which were now for the firſt 
time I believe ſubdued. --Þ © . 
The Captain during this had employed 
himſelf in wiping the dirt which had been 
left by Mr Sirloin's ſhoes off him, every no-w 
and then ſaying, this was fine treatment for 
a gentleman. - 25 eee 
Mr Sirloin now opened the door, and or- 
dered the martial Captain to leave the room, 
wo ſeemed very glad to obey him, Mr Sir- 
TIRES loin 
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loin c 
2 kicks at his departure. 


"The Fruits of this .adventure, continued. 
Sable, were pretty equally divided betwixt 


me and my unfortunate, aſſociate, though I 
believe the marks. of Mr Sirloin's favours 


continued a conſiderable time longer upon ; 


the unſucceſsful Captain than upon me, a 
circumſtance which inſtead. of creating envy 


The addreſs and deportment of this aſſu- 
med military gentleman, continued Sable, 
did not at firſt 2 e to me anything that 
reſembled the gentility of an officer in the 
army, nor did 


ſuch a character; therefore I imagined he 


was only in reality, like 1. a gentleman pro 


tempore. 
The deſcendant of the antient family of 


Fortune-baunters, continued Sable, having con- 
duced. me again to my former lodging in 
Monmouth-ſtreet, and a variety of bruſhes 


having been uſed upon me, like a hackney- - 


horſe after a day's journey, I remained 
ſome time without any remarkable adventure 
happening to me; at length, continued Sable, 


1 member of Comus's court, but better 
the ſigniſicant appellation of 2 


choice ſpirit, conducted me to a tavern in 


known by 


the Strand, where I found a number of gen- 
tlemen, and the better ſort of tradeſmen aſ⸗ 


ſembled together, whom I ſoon Emes were 


. 


2 


e with two or threc 


oved rather a matter of conſolation. 


is lodging correſpond with 


7 — 


2 N : 


re OO LS. death. bs lobe 3\ 
. - 


7 *- 


„ 


ſuperior merit in the ſcience of eating; 
My conductor propoſed a walk to this 
gentleman; but he objected to it, on account 
of the fatigue it would be to him; and that 
it might diſorder his ſtomach, which he de- 


clared was in excellent order; but ſaid he 
had no objection to take a little air up the 


river, and which he fancied, with now and 
then a glaſs. of wine and bitters, they might 


carry with them, would ſtrengthen his appe- 


tite. This propoſal was accepted by my come- 


rade, and two other gentlemen agreed to 


accompany them; accordingly at Somerſet- 
ſtairs a boat was hired, and the water men 
ordered to row them up to Putnex. 

During our voyage this fon of Comus re- 
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ome Binge erbread-nuts he had brought with ! 
him; at firſt he refuſed to eat any, fearing Wa 
he faid they would damp his appetite. But th. 
my ſpark tellin him, they were an excellent r 
ſtomatic, and that there was a particular in- th. 
gredient in them, that was an enemy to e- 
very thing that clogged the ſtomach, he was ed 
prevailed upon to beguile the time with feed- ca 
ing upon the appetite- creating gingerbread, 85 
which he did very plentifully, ever and anon 

diluting with a * of wine and bitters. he 
The. ſpeech of my companion, together me 
with his takin the nuts he himſelf eat, and un 
thoſe he gave the other two gentlemen, from || eat 
a different pocket than that out of which he de 
regaled the well-larded gentleman with, made ga 


me conclude the gingerbread teemed with val 
ſome 40 15 fal 

By the time we . at Putney, N be 
nued Sable, our fat companion had emptied ed 


the pocket of my humorous conductor of | m 
all the ſtomatic gingerbread, declaring it bo 


was the beſt he had ever taſted, We land- bi: 
ed at Putney, where we ſtaid only to get a” | m 


freſh cargo of wine, and then returned to fre 
the general rendezvous; where being arri- | th 
ved, and the champion come within fight of ch 


the table, that was by this time prepared pF 
ready for the gueſts, he ſaid he believed he ri 
ſhould make a very hearty dinner; for that 
though he had eat a large quantity of ſome PV 
exceligent 
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excellent gingerbread nuts, yet he felt a kind 
of a gnawing in his ſtomach. Soon the feaſt 


was uſhered in; and my companion gueſſing 
that it would not be long before the mine 
rung, prudently retired to 
A Able to avoid the exploſion, . 
The company being all feated, 'caclt help- 
ed himſelf to what he choſe ;* and preſently 
caſting my eyes upon our companion and 
ingerbread-eater, I ſaw him Tabourng moſt 
Eirfoutly de bring down a pyramid” of turbot 
he had raiſed upon his plate; at every other 
mouthful drinking a ſmall glaſs of wine, ſay- 
ing, by that means, he ſhould be able to 


eat as much again: Having accompliſhed tlie 


deſtruction of the firſt plate-full, he had a- 
gain heaped it to its former ſize, and by a 
vigorons attack, again threatened its down - 


fall. But now the gingerbread, 1 por, p 
ore he eſtroy- 


began to operate; for be 
ed one quarter of the plate-full, he began to 
make ſtrange faces, and twined his body a- 


bout, as if he fat upon ſomething that made 


him uneaſy, which he continued for ſeveral 
minutes; at length a noiſe was heard to ifſue 
from his bowels, like the ſound of diſtant 
thunder; and immediately ſtarting from his 
chair, with great haſte, left the room; and fo 
precipitate was his flight, that, by his haſty 
riſing, he everthrew one of his next neigh- 
bours, who, endeavouring to fave himſelf, 
pulled down a large baſon of oyſter- ſauce 
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that ſtood before him, which firſt, f 
upon his face, from thence had formed © a 


rivulet down a crimſon ſattin waiſtcoat. he 
had on. 


By the time this unfortunate uch 
had wiped himſelf, Mr Feaſtlove (that being 
the fat gentleman's name) was returned, and 
having aiked pardon of the company in ge- 
neral tor his abrupt departure, and the gen- 


tleman whom, he had thrown down in parti- 
cular, for the damage done to him, he again 


ſat down, declaring he was never taken ſo 
in all his life. A clean plate being brought 
him, he once more filled it with turbot, and 


having drank two glaſſes of wine, began to 
give evident tokens of a 


perfect recovery; 
but by the time he had dilpoſed of half of 
it, his countenance began to, wax pale, and 
the contortions of his body declared he fat 


very aneaſy, and the rumbling noiſe in his 
bowels ſoon after alarmed the company, and 


ſeemed to be the ſignal for a ſecond flight; 
upon which the gentlemen who fat on — 


ſide of him, moved as far from him as they 
could, left, in his retreat, he might, again. o- 
verturn one of them; however, he yet eon- 
tinued upon his chair frowning and eating: 

After drinking a glaſs of wine, the noiſe in 


his bowels increafſed; but yet he was loath 


to leave the feaſt, though he had laid down 


his knife and fork, and fat grinning horrid- 


ly upon bis chair, . his hands upon each 
5 Enes, 
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| knee, 2s if he had really been in an action 


not decent to be mentioned; but fearing, 1 


ſuppoſe; that worſe would enſue, he angrily 
roſe from his chair, and once more hafted: 
out of the room, curling and wondering as. 


he went what could be the matter with him. 
This ſecond unwilling departure created. 


much mirth in the company, and gave birth. 


to many jokes at the expence of the ill fated 


champion. It was not long before he re- 
turned, and fixing his eyes upon my. com- 


panion, ſwore he believed he had given him 


a doſe of phyſic in the gingerbread, and with _ 


a ſtern countenance declared, if it really was. 
ſo, he would reſent it ſeverely. My com- 


panion told him he had no. reaſon to attri-- 
bute his diſorder to the nuts he had given 


him; for that he himſelf and two gentlemen 
then preſent had eat of them, and found no 
ſuch eſſects; upon this the company was un- 


animous in opinion, that it muſt be owing to 


ſomething elſe he had eat in the morning. Mr 


' Feaſtlove vowed that he had refrained from 
eating any thing that morning on account of 


the feaft; every one then concluded the tur- 
bot did not agree with him, and Mr Feaſt- 


love began to imagine that was the cauſe; _ 
therefore determined to try ſomething elſe, 


and again fitting down, he filled a plate with 
ham and fowl, ſeeming determined to:make 


up the time and loſs he had ſuffered by the 


turbot on thoſe diſhes. The quick * 


1 
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he made with the legs and wings of a fowl , 
and a ſlice of ham, now aſſured the com- mu 

y that he was again reſtored to his uſual ſor 
health and vigour, and they congratulated aff 


him on his recovery. Mr Feaſtlove faid-it eat 
was very ſurpriſing, that turbot, which was 


a fiſh that he was extravagantly fond of, ie 
ſhould ſerve him ſo now, particularly, and no 


that he believed he ſhould be able to make a 


tolerable dinner; but he had ſcarce devoured hai 
two thirds of the ham and fowl he had help- no 
ed himſelf to, than he very gravely laid down he: 


his knife and fork; and with a mixture of ſor- the 
row and anger, proteſted he found the diſor- Fe: 
. der was again coming upon him; and, in a bu 
few minutes, the former convullions of his Y bo 
face returned, which cauſed much mirth in an 
the company, tho' they endeavoured to con- he 
ceal it as much as poſſible. He was now ad- ha 
viſed to drink a glaſs of wine made hot, which fo 
be did; and again ſeized his knife and fork, for 
and was diflecting a fowl, but the hot wine, th 
like a baſon of water-gruel, aiding the phy- bit 
ſic that was lodged in the gingerbread, , I - ra, 
cauſed ſuch a ferment within him, that be pr 
ſeemed at a loſs to tell which way it would wl 
operate upon him; ſometimes it appeared as Ya! 
if he had a fit of the cholic, and by and by, do 
as if he had taken a vomit; and juſt as two fo! 
fine haunches of veniſon appeared ſmoking ni 
before him, he roſe from his chair, and cur- bu 
ang his guts, * down ſtair s. ke 
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This third retreat ſurprized the company 4 


much, - tho? they did not ſeem to be very 
ſorry ; it being obſerved he could very well 


afford to loſe what he did. The unhappy 


eater of the appetite-creating nuts, conti- 
nued Sable, being returned, he again vented 
his rage againſt the 8 ſwearing 
nothing elſe could have affected him ſo. But 
my companion, and the two gentlemen who 
had likewiſe eat gingerbread (tho' indeed 


not out of the ſame pocket) being in good 


health, it was determined by the company, 
that it could not poſſibly be the cauſe. Mr 


Feaſtlove ſaid he could not tell how it was, 
but he was ſure he had taken phyſic that 


day, and ſwore it was a ſtrong doſe too ;— 
and again fat down, and ſwore a great oath, 
he would not leave the room again till he 
had fully dined; and though he had been 
forced from the turbot, and the ham and 
fowls, yet nothing ſhould make him leave 
the veniſon, while he had power to force a 
bit down. Thus reſolved, he fell moſt vo- 


raciouſly upon the haunches of veniſon, de- 


priving them of two full pounds at, leaſt, 


which, after heating over a lamp with cur- 


rant jelly and other ſauce, he began to ſend 
down to keep peace in his corporation, and 


for a conſiderable time I concluded the ve- 


niſon would prevent any farther tumult ;— 


but before one third had been diſpatched to 


keep the rebellious powers in awe, an alarm 
' bY £ was 
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was begun, and the noiſe of contention was 
heard again to rumble from within the fle, 
boſe belly of the afflicted hero; and in à few 
minutes the noiſe increaſing, declared the 
battle raged with great violence; but, true 
to the cauſe, he ſcorned to be ſubdued. 
A gentleman now recommended à glaſs 
of brandy to Mr Feaſtlove, which he appro- 
ving, he for a minute refrained from eat- 
ing, and took off a large glaſs, and then fell 
to again, being determined, he ſaid, to wea- 
ther the ſtorm; and the horrid faces he fre- 
uently made, and extraordinary motions 
of his body, declared he was very ſtrongly 
ſummoned to depart the room again. But I ing 
ſoon the brandy, inſtead of putting an end e 
to the inteſtine broil, made it ten times: 
worſe ; and juſt as he was opening his mouth 
to receive a ſmall ſlice of venifon, not lar- 
ger than a moderate fized mutton-chop, the 
ingerbread proved victorious, and drove 
fiſh, fleſh, and fowl, witfk other auxiliaries, - 
out of the field of battle, and they lay in 
great diſorder, ſcattered over the table, and 
endangered the eyes of the oppoſite gentle- 
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men; nor was this all, for during this diſa- 
ſter, another party had forced open the Sa. 
ty-port, and fought refuge in the breeches of 
| the perſevering hero. The company now 
: roſe 'in great confuſion, and a quantity of 
\.  ſauff was deſtroyed; thoſe taking it now 
1 who perhaps never took any before: To 
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conclude this terrible affair, the gingerbread 
eater, after being pretty well recovered from 
this laſt unfortunate affair, was ſent home 
ſome pounds lighter than he uſually came 
from a feaſt. G. ee e 

The tragi- comic ſcene being ended, conti- 


nued Sable, this worthy member of Comus 


— 


Choice Spirits, where he was heartily recei- 
ved, and recounting to them his day's ex- 


believe, of taking a doſe of phyſic on the 
feaſt· day of the ſociety, though tis probable 
this Choice Spirit conferred a benefit on him 
inſtead of puniſhment; in the morning this 
frolickſome ſpark conducted me to my old 
lodging. AFB 

U began now, continued Sable, to wiſh. for 


| 2 little reſpite, the pleaſing novelty of my ſi- 
e | vation in Monmouth-ſtreet gradually ſub- 
| fiding as the ſucceſſion of my adventures in- 


creaſed; and my curiolity abating in pro- 
+ portion as my excurſions became leſs pleaſing. 

be geſire I had of a little relaxation from 
buſineſs was gratified, the expedition I had 
with the Choice Spirit, being the laſt time I 


ſons of invention, who might have occaſion 
of the unfortunate in their endeavours to o- 


Monmouth- 
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was called to aid the ſchemes of any of the 
to appear in diſguiſe, or aſſiſt the ſtruggles. 


vercome an adverſe fate, during my ſtay in 


* 


court repaired to the rendezvous of the 


ploit, ſet them in a roar of laughter, at the 
expence of Mr Feaſtlove, who little dreamed, 
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Monmouth-ſtreet, where I remained a conſi- 
derable time without any farther en 
ment. a 

During this Nees from buſineſs, conti. 
nued Sable, I paſſed much time in contempla- 
ting on the various modes of happineſs which 
mankind ſought after, and the different means 
they purſued to attain their adopted wiſhes, 
the labours of my fellow-adventurers in 
diurnal expeditions, which were always com- 
municated to the ſociety, together with my 
own experience, affording me variety of in- 
ſtances. The power of reaſoning, and of afh- 
milating their ideas, with which men are in- 
dued, to enable them to diſtingutſh the true 
road to happineſs, I found was of little or no 
ſervice to them in their-purſuit ; the preſent 
gratification of the paſſions and ſenſes ſeems 
to be the chief conſideration and ſtimulater 
in all their actions; but when the vigour of 
youth begins to relax, and the heat of blood 
to cool, the paſſions and ſenſes neceſſarily de · 
cay, and they then perceive their error, and 
lament that they did not in their youth fur- 
niſh the ſtore-houſe of wiſdom with uſeful” 
knowledge, to enable them to paſs with ſa- 
tisfaction and. tranquillity thro? age and in- 
firmity, and for want of which they become 
fretful and peeviſh, diſagreeable to themſelves, 
and to every one elſe. 

The youthful auditor here thanked the 


ge cr, for the leſſon he ſo gently inſi- 
nuated 
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nuated, and aſſured him that he would en- 
deavour to regulate his conduct agreeable to 


the dictates of reaſon, and that his ſtudy 
ſhould be to acquire a fund of knowledge, ſo 
that the faculties of his mind might afford 
him pleaſure when his paſſions and ſenſes 
ſhould deny ir. The wiſe narrator replied, he 
hoped the alluring baits of pleaſure would not 
have power to check his reſolution, or de- 
ſtroy thoſe bloſſoms of virtue whoſe fruit was 
happineſs, 8 . 

I next, continued Sable, became the pro- 
perty of a very ingenious gentleman, who has 
entertained the town 1n a variety of charac- 
ters, but in none more ſingular, or more to 


his emolument, during the time it laſted, 
than that in which T had the honour to ſerve 


him in; and though he has never been re- 
markable for concealing his follies, yet this 
is a ſecret which he has carefully preſerved. 
To keep you no longer in ſuſpenſe, I was pur- 
chaſed by this genius to countenance him in 


the character of a Fortune-teller, a ſcheme which 


tis thorough knowledge of the town, toge- 
ther with a great variety of anecdotes of a 
number of people, which he had treaſured up, 
made him the beſt qualified to act of any man 
in London; and he was a very Proteus, in vary- 
ing his appearance; for he would be in your 
company two or three times a day, if he had 
occaſion, in the ſame number of characters, 
without your being to diſcover him. It 

was 
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was this gentleman, continued Sable, who re- 
moved me from Monmouth-ſtreet,toa lodgi * 
near Charring:croſs, this being the place he had of 
choſe to deliver his oracles from, a ſpot which, tal 
time out of mind, has been remarkable for to 
the reſidence of all the extraordinary things ſo! 
and phenomena which have been deemed da 
worthy the attention of this metropolis. 


vir 


Here White begged to know why that ty. 
place was ſo particularly fixed upon by the in- * 
duſtrious providers of ſtrange ſights and ra- 1 


rities. Sable declared it was not in his power 10 
to reſolve him with certainty in that point; he 
but ſaid, that as theſe itinerant raree-ſhow th 
gentlemen dealt in nothing but what is moſt I da 
properly adapted to the meaneſt capacity, (as 1 © 
ſome bookſellers inform the world what they ih 
publiſh is), ſo this neighbourhood may be OT 
looked upon, by theſe gentlemen, as the me- th 
ridian calculated beſt for their purpoſe. le 

Eyery thing being ſettled by this foreteller de 
of events, continued Sable, advertiſements al 
were put into the news- papers, and bills diſ- © . 


perſed, acquainting the nobility and gentry; 
that a ſage Ægyptian, who was making the 
tour of Europe, was arrived in London, and 
that his ſtay would be only one month, du- 
ring which time they might be informed of 
any particular they were deſirous of know- | 
ing, either paſt, preſent, or to come; atten- 
dance at --------- Charring- croſs, every even- 
ing, from ſix to nine, price five ſhillings each 


erſon. 
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The firſt who came to ſearch the regiſter 
of fate, continued Sable, were two ladies, one 
tall, and the other ſhort ; the tall lady defired 
to know, as a ſpecimen of the doctor's art, (for 
ſo he ſtiled himſelf), where ſhe was on ſuch a 
day, a confiderable time paſt; the doctor ha- 
ving been informed of the day of her nativi- 
at | ty, and looking over his book, told her ſhe 
in- was, on the day ſhe mentioned, in Newzate ; 
a. | the lady ſtarted in great ſurprize,—and aſked 
er how ſhe came to be there? The doctor told 
t; ber, the went to ſee a highwayman.—The o- 
I ther lady then aſked where ſhe was on that 
Nt 1 
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day ?— The doctor, after going through the 
ceremony of calculating her nativity, told her 
ſhe was alſo in Newgate with the other lady 
on the ſame occaſion. —Theſe anſwers were 
thought proof enough of the doftor's know- 
ledge of things paſt ;—and the tall lady next 


- deEred, he would tell her the moſt remark- _ 
3 able place ſhe had been at that day; - to 
Which the doctor, after making a calculation 


* by ſome very extraordinary figures with 


, pen and ink, anſwered fhe had been to ſee 
the tall man; where ſhe had ſeen /ome- 
; thing that Sr N b her. Here the 
, lady bluſhed, and ſaid ſhe was now ſure he 


was the devil; but the doctor declared he 
was only a diſtant relation of the infernals.— 
Well, where ſhall I go to-morrow, ſays the 
lady; why, Madam, ſays the doctor, you have 

1 F 2 reſolved 
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reſolved to pay viſit to the tall man again to- 
morrow evening alone; but whether you will 


really keep to your reſolution or not, is more 
than the arch-fiend himſelf can tell. The 


lady ſaid ſhe muſt confeſs there was more truth 
than manners in his anſwers, and that ſhe 
ſhould have expected ſuch an anſwer to have 


been whiſpered when there was a third per- 


ton in company. The doctor humbly aſked 
pardon; but ſaid as the lady her companion 
Was privy to her deſign, and intended to vi- 
lit the fall man herfelf another time, he did 
not apprehend any harm could ariſe in ſpeak- 
ing of it at that time. Well, Sir, fays the 
lady, fince I find you do know more than I 


. imagined, I hope you are a man of honour, 


and at the ſame time put a guinea into the. 


doctor's hand. The doctor affured the la- 
dies they might rely upon his ſecrecy, and 


waited upon them down a private pair of 
ſtairs which led into a ſtreet chat lay behind. 


the houſe. | 
of the influence of the ſtars, continued Sable, 
ſucceeded to admiration. White here de- 
fired to know what book it was the doctor 
extracted his knowledge from; Sable re- 
plied, it was a common-place book in which 
his owner entered down his anecdotes, and 
which he was every day increaſing, being 
employed all day in going from. place to. 
place where he could beſt gain inte * 
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The firſt trial of my genius's N 
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You will, no doubt, wonder ſays Sable; how 
he could come by the knowledge of the 


lady's fecret intention. That, adds Sable, he . | 


2 which indeed from theſe ladies 


known character and diſpoſition was no dif- 


ficult matter to do, for he knew who the la- 


dies were perfectly well, and J aſſure you. 


they were both people of great diſtinction. 

The next remarkable perſon, continued Sa- 
ble, who was deſirous of conſulting the ſtars, 
was an officer in the guards, who on his en- 
trance told the doctor he had heard he was. 


acquainted with things above and below ſtairs; 
vou underſtand me, continues he, and ſo 


let me have five ſhillings worth of informa- 
tion. From which quarter, Sir, ſays the 
doctor? Which quarter? replies the familiar 

ntleman, why faith, adds he, I believe it is 
rom below ſtairs. The doctor then defired 
to know the day of his nativity, and that he 
would propoſe his queſtion. Why you mnſt 


know, ſays the gay ſpark, that I have a 


d- d inclination” to lie with the wife of a 
particular friend of mine, but I want to 
know whether it will be attended with any 
bad conſequences; I. mean, continues he; 
whether I ſhould be obliged to fight in this 
caſe or not. For though I would not have 
vou think me a coward, yet I ſhould not. 
ehuſe to draw my ſword upon my friend. 
The doctor, after looking over his book, and 
making a number of hieroglyphics as uſual, 
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told him, that though the huſband would 
know his. diſhonour, yet he might be aſſured 
no bad conſequences would enſue to him; 
tor that it would only mate his friend un- 


Happy during his life; the ſon of Mars, con- 


tinued Sable, was extremely well ſatisfied 
with this anfwer, and departed, in all pro- 
bability, to confer upon his friend this new 
mark of his eſteem. _ . 

A young lady, continued Sable, of a fine - 
figure, next entercd, and after anſwering the 
doctor the neceſſary queſtions, told. him ſhe 
wanted to know when ſhe ſhould be mar- 
Tied—what fort of a man ſhe ſhould have 
and how. many children ?—The doctor, af- 
ter conſulting the book of knowledge, told 
her, that it would be ſome time before ſhe 


_ 


was married, and that the would marry an 
old baronet, whoſe title and eftate ſhe would 


deem a ſufficient compenſation for the ſa- 
crifice of her youth and beauty to. age and 
infirmity; and that ſhe would have. two 
daughters by him, both which would be 
born within à month after her marriage; and 
yet, adds he, your virtue will be unblemiſh- 
ed. Sir, ſays the lady, this is the moſt in- 
conſiſtent piece of intelligence that I ever 
heard; I hope you don't mean to affront me, 
adds the lady. The doctor replied, that what 
he had related to her was but the effect of 
his art; what is meant he declared was yet 
beyond his knowledge. But, Pr ay Sir, pays 
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the lady, does your art inform you that 1 
ſhall really have two daughters within a 
month after my marriage, and yet my vir- 
tue be unblemiſhed? Madam, ſays the doc- 
tor, it is really as I have related; but I will 
take ſome pains to unravel the myſtery. Upon 
which he began to make a number of ſtrange 
figures, and the reſult of his enquiry he told 
the lady was, that ſhe would certainly have 
= two daughters within the time he had' men- 
tioned, the eldeſt of whom, he ſaid would 25 
. be born very ſoon after her marriage, and 
. the other within a month after; you will be. 1: 
very happy, Madam, fays he, in the firſt, for 1 
pour huſband will ſpare nothing that his, 
eſtate, which will not be very ſmall, can ad- 
h miniſter for its gratification; nor will you, 
Madam, ſet any bounds to your inclinations. I 
to ſupport and cheriſh it.. But you will not "fl 
be ſo happy, fays he, in your other daugh- 4 
ter, for it will be of an inſatiable diſpokition, 
and your huſband will do all in his power 
to ſatisfy it; but all his endeavours will only | 
ſerve to increaſe its deſires. - The lady de- | 
clared ſhe could not poſſibly underſtand him, 
and deſired, if he could explain himſelf, that 
he would, The doctor anſwered, what he _ 
had told her he was convinced would come [ 
to paſs, and that her firſt daughter's name 17 
would be Pride, and the other Luſt. Upon 
this the lady flew out of the room, ſaying, | 
he might repent this treatment, : v2 2 1 
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A little old gentleman with 2 White wig 1 
and roſy face, next entered our temple, and 
addreſſing himſelf to the doctor, told him 
that though he had never placed any confi- dus 
dence in oracles, yet the fame of his great all 
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| Kill in aſtrology made him refolve to throw RF. 
/ away five ſhillings and half an hour, in con- 1 1 
| fulting him in a thing he ſhould be glad to 500 
know. The doctor told him he wauld re- 1 

folve him in the beſt manner his art would |} © 

admit. The old gentleman: ſaid that he had 2 

for many years been ſaving every thing he oo 


could, ſcarce allowing himſelf the neceſſaries 
of life, that he might leave a fortune to his 
fon, ſufficient to raiſe a name; and though 
he had been ſtigmatiſed by many people, 
with not having acquired the fortune he had 
by the faireſt means, yet he believed he had 
always kept within the letter of the law ; 
but, Sir, contiaues he, if I ive ſix months 
longer, I ſhall be able to leave my ſon fifty , 
thouſand pounds ; therefore, I ſhall be glad 
to know what courſe he will take, and whe- 
ther he will be much on the Exchange, as 
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L have been. The doctor told him, his ſor tw 
would follow Newmarket courſe, where, ſays wh 
he, he will exchange the greateſt part of his | tai 
fortune for the qualities of a jockey, and | ** 
by the time he is five and twenty, will ex } Th 
change his liberty for a priſon, Where, con- J 
tinues he, he will exchange this life for ano- 1 
ther. The old gentleman: was preparing to vil 
* | remonſtrate 
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remonſtrate againſt the decree of the ſtars, 
but was prevented by the knocking of an- 


other viſiter at the door, and he was con- 


ducted down the back ſtairs, complaining. 
all the way of the partiality of fate in the 


- unjuſt diſtribution of his fortune, and in prł- 


venting him from being the fr/? ſtane in the 
foundation of a family. 3 8 

The violent knocking at the door which 
occaſioned the ſudden diſmiſſion of the old 


gentleman, continued Sable, was the impa- 


tience of a lady, whoſe dreſs and appearance 


beſpoke ſhe. was of quality ; the was a tall 


fine figure, and her face exquiſitely beauti- 
ful; her eyes were full of levity, and de- 
clared the looſeneſs of her ſoul : On her en- 
trance ſhe told the doctor, one of his 


bills had been left at her houſe, and that ſhe 4 


had heard many people ſpeak of his great 
knowledge, which induced her to wait upon 
him. The doctor politely acknowledged the 


honour ſhe did him, and ufhered her to a 
ſeat. Mr, what's your name? ſays this lady, 


I have been almoſt frighted to death. theſe 


two days, by the loſe of a pocket-book, 
which I am afraid has been found by a cer- + 


tain perſon ; therefore I 'defire you will tell 
me where it is, and how I may recover it. 
The doctor, after having calculated the 
hdy's nativity, and applied to his book, 
told her, a ſervant to a gentleman ſhe had 
viſited had found it in his maſter's bed- 

| chamber, 
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= chamber, and that he and ſeveral of his com- 

5 panions were at that time ſat down to exa- 
mine the contents of it. The lady faid the 
.Y was glad it had not fell inte the hands of 
* the perſon ſhe was apprehenſive of; but de- 

Th | fired to know if he could tell her whether 
$ there was a ſmall. book of ivory leaves in it 
or not, the doctor told her, he would let 
her know the whole contents in a few mi- 

; nutes. Upon which he began to make 2 
1 great variety of incomprehenſible figures, [ 
16 and in the concluſion told the lady, in one 
2 of the pockets there was a paper of carmine, [ 
'S and ſeveral forts of powders, in the ſecond, 
* there was a fmall lock of faxen-coloured hair 
1 incloſed in a letter, which was dated from 
the Temple, and contained paſſionate expreſ- 
ſions of the moſt tender love and eternal 
conſtancy, with an acknowledgment of fa- 
vours in the moſt delicate terms. The lady 
told the doctor there was no neceſſity for his 
being very particular; the doctor proceeding 
faid, there yas a picture in miniature of an 
officer, concealed under a pocket looking- 
glaſs, with ſeveral tender billet-doux ad- 
dreſſed to Amaryllis, which had been flipt 
into her Ladyſhip's hand; in the fame pocket, 
continues he, there is a miniature of a cer- 
tain nobleman which was given to your La- 
dyſhip upon your marriage. Well, hang the 
picture and the original too, ſays the lady, 
is the book with the ivory leaves there? ! 


ſhall 
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the doctor: In another pocket, there are a 
collection of curious pictures in India. paper, 
given to your Ladyſhip by the gentleman 
who gave your Ladyſhip the lock of hair, 


and artfully concealed in a ſmall almanack , 
book: Here the lady bluſhed and told the 
doctor, ſhe deſired only to know if the book 


ſhe mentioned was there. The doctor beg- 
geda moment's patience. In a private pocket, 
continues he, there is a ſmall viol of red 


liquor, and in another private pocket, there 


is a number of. appointments to meet in 
a wood in Kenſington gardens, and vari- 


ous other places, and a ſmall book of ivory 
leaves, containing a ſhort account of the 


art of intriguing, with a ſelect number of ex- 
traordinary good excuſes in caſe of ſuſpicion, 
and ſome excellent ſalvos for palpable diſco- 


veries, wrote by your Ladyſhip's own hand, 


and which is the book, I preſume, ſays the 
doctor, your Ladyſhip enquired ſo particular- 


ly for. It is, anſwered the lady; and now 
pray, ſays ſhe, inform me how I can get it 


back again. The doctor anſwered, he be- 
lieved it her Ladyſhip would advertiſe it with 
a handſome reward ſhe might recover it ; 
the lady declared ſhe would give any thing 
for it, and putting two guineas into the doc- 
tor's hand, ſaid the hoped ſhe might rely 
upon his ſecrecy, The doctor aſſured her ſhe 


might, 


IA Mack An © 
4 ſhall inform your Ladyſhip preſently, replies 
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"gk. and then conducted her to a hack- 
ney-coach waiting at the door for her. 
-The next who came to conſult the. Ser 


of the book of knowledge, continued Sable, 


was a young lady of a moſt engaging egun- 


tenance; her natural air and the taſte: of her 
dreſs, ſeemed to vie with each other, in ren- 


derin 57 her an object of love If it was poſ- 
ble for envy to have fixed upon any thing 
that ſeemed imperfect, it muſt have been 
Tather too much levity which her eyes ex- 
preſſed. This young lady having informed 
the doctor what he required to know, ſhe 
told him ſhe had three lovers, who made 
their addreſſes to her; one, ſhe ſaid, was a 


gentleman of the law, another was a lieute- 


nant in the army, and the third a gentleman 


of no profeſſion, and deſired to know which 


of them ſhe ſhould have. The doctor having 
conſulted his book, told her ſhe ſhould mar- 
Ty neither of them.—The young lady was a 
un deal ſurprized, and deſired, if ſhe ſhould 

ave neither of them, to know who elle 


would be her lot. I find, Miſs, ſays the doc- 


tor, you will haye ſeveral offers from tradeſ- 
men, whom you will reject; for though you 
have no fortune, yet you will adhere to 
your darling hopes of marrying a gentleman ;j 
but you will be deceived in your expecta- 
tions. I have always been told, ſays the lady, 
by people of your profeſſion, and that by 
more than one, that I ſhould be married to 

4:8 


* N by 4 * Lac 85 0 * — 3 
4 p 2 TY l n * 5 * ** © * 4 K 1 4 9 

. 3 Nr = 4 , ) "$4453 - Of, - Cha * 
** 6 * 4 r Sb. Io * — „ L 

— *” we, * ah, To * or % AM YI Ss > * 
2 # 7 : =o : > 
he 9 - VA * a . C 25 . - 7 
- 


. : l 2 . * = 4 * 
} 1 1 > \ A 4 6 
” 1 . 8 4 4 - .— 
By . 1 | SP — 
/ — *. 7 p -' 4 : F _ " 7 1 2 
q . * 53 . * . Ul 
* 9 ] 7% * * OF g > 2 = , 50 « v 94 . 
| 1 9 Cz * | | 1 —— 4 t 2 
. . : 
Wo ' \ . a 
a - 
2 - is a " . 
0 1 n * 7 Tb | rt ö — | } 1 - | ” ' j b 2 t 4 | | £ 0 u 4 \ 
, An. p , 0 * = 


| a a . 1 772 N 65 0 
ſo, bor ga the doctor, deceived you; they - 


have injured many young people, adds he, 
by flattering che paſſions of the credulous. 
which has influenced the- conduct of weak 
gry and laid the foundation of their ruin. 
Sir, fays the lady, I believe it is a maxim a- 
monglt ſortune teller, to fpeak ill of every 
one in the profeſſion beſides themfelves; but, 
Sir, adds ſhe, you have not told me who 
I am to marry. It is out of my power, Ma- 
dam, ſays the doctor; for though I can fre- 
quently fee you a votre at the altar of love, 
yet I cannot find that you will ever enter 
the Hymeneal temple. I muſt conſeſs, ſays the 
lady, you are the moſt diſcouraging fore- 
teller of events that I ever met with; and 
I have had my fortune told me by cards, { 
coffee-grounds, by inſpecting the /mes of my q 
hand, arid by the man in the Old Bailey, and - 
have always been told that I ſhould marry 


4 handſome black gentleman ; nay, how many 


children I ſhould have, atid that L ſhould 14 
be very proſperous, and end my days 
in x large handſome houſe. My art deceives 
me greatly, replies the doctor, if there s any 
truth in any of theſe things, except indeed, 
that you will end your days in a large 0 
handfome houſe, © What, you do agree with i 
them in that! fays the lady, I thonld be 1 
vaſtly glad if you can tell nie whereabout it 0 
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is ſituated the doctor after having taken 


18 ſome 
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ſome time in Den the geography, 
| her any other way 
| than by ſketching out the appearance of -it; 
and in a few minutes told her, if ſhe would 
look upon a paper he ſhewed her ſhe might 


told her, he could not tell 


probably know it. 'The young lady -was very 
eager to bchold the plan of the manſion: that 
ſhe was to conclude her life in, and peruſing 
it attentively, I faw her cheeks glow with 
indignation, and tlirowing the paper down, 
left the room, pronouncing as ſhe went—An 
hoſpital indeed?! e 
The firſt appearance of this young lady, ſays 


Sable, revived in me the ſenſations of my 


youth, and J muſt confeſs, my heart was 


greatly intereſted in her fate; but the infor- 


mation of the doctor filled me with great 
anxiety, though I hope his preſages will prove 
his knowledge not anfallible. 3 
A lady far declined in the vale of years 
next entered to conſult the ſtars: The fame 
of your great knowledge in the myſteries of 
fate, ſays this antiquated lady, hath made 
me reſolve to wait upon you 1n an affair that 
concerns me very nearly: 'The doctor aſſured 


ber, that as far as his knowledge extended 


he would anſwer any thing ſhe was deſirous 
of knowing: Sir, ſays the lady, I have a 
fortune of twenty thouſand pounds, and am 
yet a virgin; but, adds ſhe, I have thorough- 
ly conſidered. the deſign and end of mar- 
Triage, and am now convinced that it is an 

—— inſtitution 
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inſtitution calculated for the mutual benekt 


of both ſexes. The feripture too, continues 
ſhe, inſtructs us to affociate together for the 
. procreation of our ſpecies; and therefore 1 
am no reſolved to comply with the dic- 


tates of the divine law, and the call of na- 
ture (I muſt confeſs,” ſays Sable, I was a 
riſed to hear a woman, who 
eemed to be not far diſtant” from what is 


called the grand climacteric Ve het age, talk 


of the procreation of her ſpecies in this man- 
ner, and of her reſolution to follow the ca 

of nature). Your ſentiments, Madam, ſays 
the doctor, are certainly right; and I have 
choſe, fays this wrinkled old lady, a prope; 


young gentleman to partake of conjugal felict- 


ty with me, and by whom I may fulfil the 


divine command: Undoubtedly, Madam, ſays 


the doctor, a young marr is more proper for 
fuch caſes than a man of your. own years : 
1 think ſo, indeed, Sir, fays the lady, tho? 
I believe, I ſhould have children by almoſt 


any man; for Lam of a very fruitft! family; 
nor am J, continued ſhe, ſo old as perhaps 


may imagine me. But, Sir, ſæys ſhe, my 
buſineſs with you, is to know whether 1 
{hall receive any ill- treatment from him, how 
many children I ſhall have, and whether my 
intentions will be thoroughly anfeozred by mar- 


Tying this young gentteman; for I am re- 
folved upon that, arid the marriage-writings 


are beſpoke. Madam, ſys the doctor, I Will 
| G 2 reſolve 
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reſolve von . upon which he Am- 
2 * book, ue after caſtiz 10 

ſary figures for information, told the lady, 
_ the might depend upon receivin a 5 
treatment from her intended ſpouſe; that all 


ber reaſanalle expectations would be anſwer- 


ed, fuch as having the credit of one of the 
N men in NP On 

cep What company ihe pleated, go where 
ſed, as ſhe did before marriage; for that her 
huſband. would never trouble her about any 
thing: But, Sir, fays the lady, you don't 


ſpeak of the other comferts I ſhould expect, 


and which was my chief deſign in mar- 
riage. All the other comforts of marriage 
Madam, ſays the doctor, you will receive 
by proxy. Prexy, Sir! ſays the lady, what do 
you mean? Why, Madam, replies the doctor, 
you will enjoy your hufband's company at 
bed and board by proxy, bear children by 
proxy Don't tell me, Sir, interrupted ths 
ancient virgin, of bearing children by proxy; 
I look upon myſelf to be as capable gf ang 
children as any yonng girl whatever, an 

aſſure you, Sir, I ſhall not deſire any one to 
bear them for me; and ſo, Sir, your ſer- 
vant, and immediately hobbled down ſtairs, 


repeating frequently as the went, the word 


Proxy. N er ige - - 
And now, my ſon, continues Sable' to his 
gay companion, I believe I have related to 
you 


the necel- 
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rence and encouragement 
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you all the occurrences that are worthy: 
your attention, during my ſtay with this 
fortune- teller; were I to give you a detail 
of every particular perſon's deſire, . whoſe 
ſimplicity or curioſity 1 them to our 
nocturnal temple; it would take up more 
time than I fear I have to continue with you, 
nor would it be either entertaining or in- 
ſtructive to you; but rather, the vaſt num- 


bers of people, of all ranks, who came to in- 
quire how far they and their trivial concerns 


were the peculiar care of the ſtars would 
create in you a mean opinion of the wiſdom 
of the inhabitants of this town. The truth 


is, continued Sable, the particular diſpoſition 


of the people of this metropolis to credit 
the moſt abſurd. and impoſſible performances, 
when undertaken by foreigners, is one of 
their chief characteriſticks; and the prefe- 
given to foreigu- 
ers of all denominations who come here, as 
to the Land of Promiſe, to ſeek their for- 


tunes, enables them to return and purchaſe 


eſtates. in their own country, whoſe produce 
is equal to the revenue of many:princes;. and 
J have heard it ſaid; that there is at this 
day a moſt ſuperb and magnificent houſe, 


or rather palace, in Italy; which. was built 


by a famous eunuch, who reſided here ſome 
time; on which he has wrote on ſeveral 
conſpicuous places, ENGLISH FOLLY. 
You. will naturally aſk, ſays. Sable, what 

| © | the 
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In an exceeding acute taſte, continues he, 
An the choice of the moſt debilitating plea- 


who: make a buſineſs of pleaſure, theſe pan · 


continues Sable, thoſe who for h 


Sable r himſelf in expoſing, 
at 
traordinary.. enconragement foreigners re- 


continued his narration... 1 

The retayer of the events of fortune, re- 
ſumed Sable, having exhauſted all his ſtock 
of knowledge, and the limited time of his 
continuance in this metropolis being expired, 
He diſpoſed of the utenſils belonging to his 


rend length, a pair of globes, magic wand, 
Kc. &c. &c. to the manager of a ſtrolling 


gyptian aſtrologer; but I was diſpoſed of 
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ſures that can render the mind mean and 
contemptible; as there are always people 


ders are at hand, ready to adminiſter to 
them the fruits of their knowledge: ſo that, 
2 feore 
of years have been under tutors, beginning 
to: reſtrain the power of their paſſions, are 
in a few months deprived of the beneſits 
they have paid ſo dearly for, both in time 
and money; and by liſtening to theſe pur- 
veyors of pleaſure, give themſelves up to 
every ignoble gratification that can debaſe 
the mind, or corrupt their ſentiments. 


the ill confequences refult from the ex- 


ase gs 828 82 NES 


ceive to export themſelves amongſt us, thus 


profeſſion, ſuch as à beard: of a moſt reve- 


company, to equip ſerjeant Kite for an 5 
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an old-doathſman, the —_ 3 
ſaying, he had already in his 


Pagen. 
The. dealer; in 
Sable, having 1 the conſideration 
which was exchanged for me, ſhifted me in- 
to his green- 
gain to my old neighbourhood. of St Giles; 


where L was no ſooner arrived, than L began 


to experience the torment. of the, bruſhes; 
and remained twenty-four hours, ſtretched 
upon the rack, and then was delivered over 
to a botcher, to repair the fractured. fibres 
which the preſs had forced aſunder. My 
old preſervative, the nap, having, like a faith- 
leſs [ abandoned me, when I ſtood 


moſt in need of aſſiſtance. My owner having 


thus furbiſhed me up, I was conducted into 
the ſhop, and hung among the better * of 
fecond-band gentlemen. 


The third day, 3 Sable, L was 


fammoned into the parlour, and was order- 
ed to be tried upon a middle-aged. gentiè- 


man, and met with his approbation; ſo 
leaving his. former attendant, which was in 


a very bad condition, and paying a ſmall fee 


more to the ſaleſman, he — er me to a 


ſtreet, near Red-Lion-Square, where. he a- 
{cended- into a 


of forming any judgment of the . 
of 


n bag, and marched with me a- 


garret, It being evening, 
continued Sable, I had not an opportunity 


wardrobe a WM 
Black Coat _— an undertater, apethecary,, or | 1 


left olf doaths, reſumed | 
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of. my new owner, though T imagined he ud 


either a great œconomiſt, on that poverty 
and he were joint tenants of the apartment; 
for, upon the candle's going out (which; from 
a ſeeming affection to my unknown maſter, 
had long laboured to ſupport life) he retired 
to reſt, though very early in the evening 
As ſoon as day-light would permit me, con- 
tinued Sable, I began to take an inventory 
of the furniture; which I found conſiſted of 
an old miſerable bed and bedſtead; with a 
coverlet and an old blue curtain, Which was 
fixed to the fide of the bedſtead; adjoining 
to the caſement, a white -· waſhed wall ſerved 
to keep the wind from intruding upon the 
privacy of the repoſed gentleman on the 
other ſide, and alſo to receive that which 
fome people of a flegmatick conſtitution I ing 
carry with them in their pockets. A table, care 
next preſented itſelf, which ſeemed to la- poc 
ment the loſs of a flap; that either time, or- 
ſomething elſe, had amputated from it, and 
which was laid acroſs a chair, the cane-bot- 
tom having given way; two other maimed: 
chairs ſupported themſelves by leaning againſt 
the wall, one of which ſuſtained me; the 
next were two deal- boxes, which occupied 
a fourth part of the room, one of Which 
wanting a lid, diſcloſed a confuſed heap of 
papers, amongſt which I ſaw the cover of- a 
letter directed to Mr Stanza; and —_— 
1 | 1 


— 
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which lay one black pudding. FJ 
From the letter and papers in the bax; ." 
continued Sable, I concluded I Was now th 


property of an author. Early in the morn - 
0g, Mr Stanza (that being my owner's name} 
ot up, and taking down the blue curtain, 
wrapt it about him, tying it round with a 
garter; fo that it made a tolerable | 
morning gon. wanting nothing but ſleeves, 
and ſitting down to the table, he put the 
finiſhing ſtroke to a poem, and then read it 
over, with. great ſatisfaction. He next ok 
pared to equi —— y out, w 
took up the beſt part of two hours; Casio, 
ding the cleaning dais ſhoes, and performing 
ſome very dextrous operations on his Rack; 
ings); wifi at length, he was dreſt, and 
carefully folding up his poem, 2 bis 
— after reconnoitring the ſtreet- 
door through the caſement, allied forth. 
Near Gray's-Inn, in Holburn, two men ſtept 
up to kim; and one of them whiſpering him 
in the ear, informed him of a piece of news, 


| that 1 found, by his „ rucful length of face?” 


was rather Giſagretable to- him; and. theſe 
two gentlemen conducting him to a houſe in 
Gray's-Inn-Lane, I found the bard was un- 
— an arreſt, though I did not imagine a 4 
poet was within the juriſdiction of any court. 
but the court of criticiſm, or that he was 79 
able to anſwer any plpine but what. 97 77 

| within \ 
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within the province of Parnaſſzs, However, 
Mr Stanza was left by his two companions 
under lock and key; but as he ſoon be- 
gan to recover his ſpirits, I imagined he ne 
tended to remove the plaint, and have his 
cauſe tried before Apollo; but he Was the 
next day, for want of bail, removed to the 
This priſon, continued Sable, though it 
is ſaid to be the beſt in the kingdom, is 2 
moſt ſhocking place; the generahty of the 
inhabitants being thoſe who have brought 
themſelves here, either by idleneſs or extra- 
vagance, and very few of thoſe bring in with 
them any principle of honeſty or ſenſe of 
ame, or, if they do, they generally get rid 
of ſuch troubleſome companions in à very 
ſhort time; moſt of them divert reflection 


by amuſement, or droben it by debauchery, 


Which weakens the mind to ſuch a degree, 
that they ſcarce ever after are capable of re- 
flection, as ſome colds take away the voice, 
which is never to be recovered again: Thoſe 
who are forced thither by misfortunes find 
it difficult to maintain their principles; ſo 
naturally and imperceptibly do we imbibe 
the ſentiments and manners of thoſe with 
whom we are accuſtomed to converſe. 
One day being at the billiard- table; which 
is permitted to be ſet up here for the recrea- 
tion of gentlemen, J recognized the perſon ot 
my ingenious companion the ſharper, mw it 
Seems, 
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e had been excelled in his own way, and 
outwitted by a bailiff; I muſt confeſs, ſays _ 


Sable, if it ſhould have happened that I ſhould 


ever have had occaſion to have inquired "2M 
tor this genius, I ſhould have applied to this 
place, if 


had not found him in the printed 
Regiſter of Deaths publiſhed by the ordinary 
of 2 5 Andi it is more than probable 
the latter will be yet honoured with his 
name. But to return to my fellow-priſoner 
Mr Stanza, who had, I learned, been in his 
youth a man of gaiety, and had, with great 
bility, run through a pretty fortune, and 
afterwards run through the ſeveral characters 
of gameſter, fortune-hunter, and ſharper, 
but with very indifferent ſucceſs, and * 
now taken up the /ucrative calling of a poe 

The bard, continued Sable, whoſe happy Pat. 
dane was ſuperior to fate, in two or three 
days, be gan to be reconciled to his ſituation, 
and applied very cloſely to his profeſſion, 
conſuming much ink and paper; and in 
three months, that I continued with. him 
there, he had wrote three acts of a tragedy, 
two acts of a comedy, almoſt finiſhed a dra- 
matic. paſtoral entertainment, and drawn 
many characters for farces, beſides. ſeveral 


poetical eſſays, which, , from the- want of 
taſte in the publiſliers, had been rejected and 
lay dead upon his hands; but the public 
will have the pleaſure of peruſing * in 
his W orks, v hich he intends to rn W 
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fabſcription, having already wrote thirty 
pages of a preface for it; add to theſe," con- 
tinued Sable, he was an excellent Hand) 
craftſman, and three times a week furniſhs 
the carpenters and joiners of a certain” pe- 
riodical work with eaſy chairs, boden ffoons, 
rc. et. c. X. the materials for which; he 
pilfered from the ſtorehouſes of feveral emi- 
nent Parnaſſian merchants, and ſold as nr 
cut from the Forre/t of: Parnaſſus, daubimg it 
over, by way of diſguiſe, with a nafty com- 
poſition of his own making. Lou will 
think, continued Sable, from what I have 
related to you. concerning Mr Stanza, that 
he was a man of great erudition and genius, 
as well as induſtry and perſeverance. It muſt 
be confeſſed, ſays Sable, that if he could not 
boaſt ſo much of the two former as ſome 
authors, it is certain that he excelled moſt 
of them in the latter; ſo that what was defi- 
cient in quality, was amply made up by the 
quantity; and though it might be alledged 
againſt him, that his lahours did not any 
way contribute to the improvement of hi 

readers, or to the rational part of them; yet, 
ſhould he be arraigned by ſome ill-natured 
critic, for not having anſwered the inten- 
tion of his profeſſion, he might, with great 
propriety, plead his bead, as women at 07 


Vite titles to ſeveral awooden pieces in ſerted in Lloyd's 
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Old Bailey, ſometimes in areſt of judgment, 
rect a jury of critics to inquire, if he had 


an impartial jury, certainly return non eſt in- 
ventus, and conſequently he would be diſ- 
charged. 8 2 — | 
During my abode, continued Sable, with 
Mr Stanza in this repoſitory for vice and 
folly, the bard had contracted an acquaint- 
ance with a certain quack, who from the 


viſible decay of his drapery, was become 
worthy obſervation, as ancient coins become 
valuable by ruſt and antiquity. The bills of 
mortality too had long mourned his abſence, 
the number of deaths being ſenſibly dimi- 
niſhed during the. doctor's ſecluſion. from 
the world. This gentleman, continued Sa- 


liberty, but hitherto without effect; at length 
he fell upon an expedient, that indeed pro- 
miſed no better ſucceſs than any of the for- 
mer; but the doctor being of a diſpoſition 


one of the daily news-papers, ſetting forth, 


was confined in the Fleet for an inconſidera- 


I's ble ſum, and that if any lady who had a for- 


plead their belly, and if the court ſhould di- 


neither it or, earning, they would, if it was 


length of time he had been here, and the 


ble, had tried many ſchemes: to regain - his 


not eaſily diſcouraged by difficulty, he re- 
ſolved to put the trial of it in execution; au- 
cordingly, he drew up an advertiſement, ad- 
drefſed to unmarried ladies, which he put in 


that a ſingle gentleman of a good family, 
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tune ſufficient to enable them to live gens 
-teely, with the addition of the advertiſer's 
Practice in his profeſſion, was willing to ac- 
cept of a huſband who would make it his 
Ttudy to evince his gratitude, he was willing 
to change his ſtate, and might be ſpoke with 
by any lady at the lodge of the Fleet-priſon. 
This ſcheme was looked upon (ſhould it 
prove ſucceſsful) by ſome people, as exchan- 
ging a temporary confinement for a perpetual 
{flavery ; but the doctor was one of thoſe, who 
was certain that locks and bolts were more 
difficult to burſt aſunder than the bonds of 
matrimony; and indeed, in the doctor's o- 
pinion, there was no tie, either divine or 
human, that was half ſo binding as that 
which was made of iron; he likewiſe knew 
that his profeſſion would enable him at any 
time to get rid of a diſagreeable wife, as well 
as a troubleſome patient. The doctor, as I 
hinted before, continued Sable, had received 
much damage in his wardrobe, and now con- 
ſtantly made his appearance in a long morn- 
ing-gown, which ſerved inſtead of coat and 
waiſtcoat, and ſome people ſcrupled not to 
{av, for breeches too; but that I had ſome 
reaſon to believe was not true, for in order 
to aid the ſon of ZEſculapius in his matrimo- 
nial ſcheme, Mr Stanza, at the doctor's re- 
queſt, conſigned me over to him, in lieu of 
the morning-gown, that the doctor might 
be able to receive any ladies who might apP'y 
| | 0 
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and I luckily fitted the doctor extremely well; 
The ſecond day after advertiſing, the doctor 
his was called down to the lodge, and immediate- 
ling ly obeying the ſummons, he was introduced 
rich to two young ladies, who I ſoon recollected 
on. to be the ſame as fat in the box with me at 
| it che play-houſe, when the fharper ſo ingeni- 
an- ouſly carried off the old gentleman's rocque- 
ualleau; theſe ladies diverted themſelves for 
vho W ſome time, at the expence of the doctor, and 
ore W then left him not a little chagrined at this 

of W fir!it diſappointment. However, he was in the 

o- duſk of the evening again ſummoned to the 
or © lodge, where he found an old lady waiting 
hat for him, whom he politely addreſſed: The 
ew compact ſhoulders and promiſing legs of the 
ny doctor, continued Sable, drew a more than 
vel ordinary attention from this antient lady, 
S IF and influenced her ſo much in his favour, 
red that ina very ſhort time the match was con- 
on- | cluded, and every thing. was ſettled. for the 
rn- F doctor's departure in the ſucceeding morn- 
nd ing, for which purpoſe, the lady gave him a 
to bank: note; and left him overjoyed with his 
me good fortune. The doctor immediately went 
der to Mr Stanza, and acquainted him with his 
10- ſucceſs, and begged the bard would let him 
re- keep me, and ſet his own price upon me. 
of This matter was ſoon ſettled, and I remained 
zht with the doctor, who generouſly made a pre- 
ply | ſent of the gown to Mr Stanza. In the 
wn H 2 morning, 
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to him, in conſequence of the advertiſement, A 
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morning, continued Sable, the lady came to 


her appointment; and the doctor, after having 
taken leave of his fellow-priſoners, hand- 


ed the lady into 4 hackney-coach, and im- 
mediateſ drove to the temple of Hymen, and 


from thence: they went a few miles out of 
town to celebrate the nuptials, and in the 
evening came to the lady's. houſe in South: 
_ wark, where the marriage was conſummated. 
The facility with which this marriage was. 
conducted, continued Sable, did not, how- 
ever, outſtrip the eager wiſhes of the parties 
to have it concluded; the lady was perhaps: 
ſtimulated by charity, and could not fleep, 
till ſhe had releaſed a man of the doctor's fi- 
gure from miſery; and the doctor, I ſuppoſe, 
was no leſs uneaſy, till he had once more an 
opportunity of circulating his medicines, to 
the great emolument of his good friends the 
wndertakers, whoſe trade had languiſhed very 
much during his long confinement. The 
next morning, continued Sable, the doctor 
determined to ſhew himſelf amongſt his bre- 
thren of the faculty, and accordingly con- 
ducted me to St Thomas's: Hoſpital ; here he 


was congratulated by his acquaintance upon 


recovering his liberty, which the doctor re- 

ceived with an extraordinary good counte- 

nance. During our ſtay in the womens ward 

at the hoſpital, continued Sable, I recollected, 

. amongſt the unhappy creatures, the features 

of the daughter of Mr Sirloin, who was - 
| we 
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well recovered from a ſalivation, as to con- 
vince me by her behaviour, that the was an 
abandoned proftitute: I was ſtruck with ſur- 
prize and pity, continued Sable, to fee what. 
2 wretched condition ſhe was reduced to, 
and my cenfure was involuntarily fixed u | 
TW the ill-condu@t of her parents, but chieity 

the upon her mother's ill- placed pride and hilly 
ted. ¶ expectations, that ſomething might happen ;\ @ 
was. © vain hope, fays Sable, frequently indulged 


W- by weak people; and indeed what has hap» - - 


ties pened to this young woman, is too often 
aps the conſequence of encouraging pride and 
ep, © folly in thoſe who have nothing to ſupport 
fi- Wit. The doctor, continued Sable, having 
de, perambulated through all the hoſpitals the 
an morning would admit, returned home to 
to I lis ſpouſe, and in the afternoon, made his 
he appearance at all the coffee houſes within the 
Ty circle of his knowledge. The next morn- 
he ing, continued Sable, the taylor brought. 
tor home a new fuit of cloaths, upon which I 
re- & was depofited in the wardrobe. And now, 
n- my ſon, ſays Sable, to his youthful com- 
he I panion, I think; I have performed Here 
on Sable was unluckily prevented from con- 
e- | cluding his adventures, by the entrance of 
e. a perſon, who took away White, the com- 
rd | panion and auditor of the ſage narrator; 
d, but, *tis preſizzmed, he had only a few words 


'S | more to have entirely ended; and as truth 
ſo : | | has 


1 the peruſal of this delectable r as 


9 for: as ſome hiſtorians do. And nd 
entle reader, we take our teave: of thee 


ping thou haſt recerved 'as much pleafure 


the SOD. of it from the fage's mouth a 
_ Xorded us. N e - 8 
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